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The Diffenfions and Debates in the 


Koi: Added? O26 UB AKe 22: 


‘HE Diffenfions, which have lately 
taken place in the Royal Society, 

have unhappily arifen to fuch a height, as 
to engage, in fome degree, .the-attention 
of the Public. The notion that is gone 
abroad feems to be, that fome members 
of the Society (reprefented perhaps as 
few in number and obfcure in character 
and fituation) taking fire at an affront, 
which, as they conceived; was put upon 
their friend, by a refolution of the Coun~ 
cil, have, to gratify a.refentment, juit 
perhaps and honourable in its origin, but 
B 3 une 
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unjuftifiable and extravagant in its aims, 
ftepped. boldly forward, and threatened 
to impeach the whole official condu@ of 
the Prefident. The Gentlemen who profefs 
to arraign the meafures of the Prefident’s 
government, cannot fit filent under the 
opprobium of having rafhly difturbed the 
peaceful labours of a Society, inftituted 
for better purpofes than the purfuit of 
private quarrel, and the agitation of con- 
tentious debate. They find it neceffary 
to declare who they are; of what abufes 
they complain; and by what fair and 
honourable means they would feek to 
sedrefs them. They find an appeal to 
the Public, upon thefe articles, neceflary, 
on account of the controul that is laid 
upon the freedom of debate in the meet- 
ing room of the Society. They have 
recourfe, as tothe laft refort of Englith- 
men, to the freedom of the Prefs. They 
are fenfible that it will be for their ad- 
vantage, however opainnay to their feel- 

ings, 
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ings, to transfer their caufe from the 
bar of their own Society, where it might 
have been for the intereft of the Prefi- 
dent to have fuffered it to be tried, to 
the bar of the Public; at which all 
caufes, once brought to it, aré fure to 
receive, foon or late, a fair decifion. They 
are confcious that it will foon be made 
appear to the Public, what is already 
well known in the Society, that their 
number is neither fo fmall, nor théit 
fituation fo low, nor their characters [6 
infignificant, as to create a prejudice 
againft any bufinefs of which they are 
the promoters. Their number is not 
lefs than five-fixths of the true effetive 
members of the Royal Society; five- 
fixths of thofe who conftantly attend its 
meetings from an attachment to its pur- 
fuits. By their literary fame, and by 
the «rank which they hold in liberal and 
venerable profeffions, they conceive that 
the Public will allow them fome title to 
ae B 2 refpect; 
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refpect;. and they hope to make appear 
to the Public, what they have not been 
allowed to explain to the Society, that 
their views are to ferve the Society in its 

moft effential interefts. . That the Soci- 
ety. muft. owe to the fuccefs of their 
exertions, the renovation of its credit, 
if not the continuance of its exiftence. 


They conceive that, to put the Public 
in poffeffion of the full merits of their 
caufe, little more is neceffary than a cir- 
cumftantial narrative of the proceedings 
at Somerfet-Place on the eighth of Ja- 
nuary, and the 12th of F ebruary, pre- 
faced with a concife fummary of things 
_ previous to the meeting on the eighth. 


The office of the Society’s correfpond- 
ing Secretary, an employment of great 
honour, much trouble, and little profit, 
the annual falary being no more ‘than 
207. had been held, and the duties of 
it had been ably and punctually dii- 

charged, 
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charged, for fome years, by Dr. Charles 
Hutton, Proféffor of Mathematics in the 
Royal Military Academy. of Woolwich. 
On the 20th of November, the Prefident — 
fummoned his Council for the purpofe, as 
afterwards appeared, of depriving Dr. 
Hutton of his office. This purpofe was ef- 
fected by arefolution of the Council, which 
~ was faid to be a method of Jetting down the 
~ Doétor eafy; namely, that it was expe- 
dient for the foreign Secretary to refide 
conftantly in London. In this refolution, 
which was fupported by an infnuation 
only of a negligence on the part of Dr. 
Hutton, in the duties of his office; the 
Council unanimoufly concurred; with 
the exception only of the Aftronomer' 
Royal, who defired that his friend might 
be heard before he was difmiffed, and of | 
Mr. Maty, one of the principal Secreta-~ 
ries, who out of duty to one of the firft 
principles of equity, feconded the Aftro- 
nomer’s requett. 


Dr, 
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_ Dr. Hutton conceiving himfelf to have 

been affronted by this refolution of the 
Council, of which the purport -was 
too plain not to be underftood, came 
to. the Society, on the 27th of Novem- 
ber, and refigned his place, in a {péech, 
which, though couched in modett words, 
and apparently conveying no more than 
an ordinary refignation, ftrongly {poke 
the language of injured merit. 


On Monday December 1ft, the Society, 
affembled for the anniverfary election of 
the Council and officers, was furprifed. 
to find the name of the Aftronomer Royal _ 
omitted in the lift of the intended Coun- 
cil. Their furprife was the greater, be- 
caufe no gentleman of eminence in the 
fame branch of fcience was fubftituted 
in his place. The Aftronomer’s friends 
conceived, that whatever might be pre- 
tended, his independent conduct ‘in 
council was the real caufe of his dif- 
TOON: Their indignation was inflamed, 
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and in the interval between the 30th and | 
the Society's next meeting, it was de- 
termined, that fome notice fhould be 
taken of thefe arbitrary proceedings. 
Accordingly on the eleventh of De- 
cember, Mr. Poore, in an elegant and 
"temperate, but very pointed fpeech, 
propofed a vote of thanks to Dr. 
- Hatton. ye | 

He was feconded by Mr, Maty, who 
faid, he rofe to fecond with the utmoft 
pleafure, as he had been extremely hurt 
at Dr. Hutton’s refignation, which he 
was fatisfied the Council could never 
mean to take place.—TIn the ufe of thefe - 
expreffions, he made fome facrifice (a 
crime of which he is feldom guilty) of 
his fincerity to his complaifance. His 
own teftimony, confirmed by what came 
from others, in the progrefs of the bu- 
finefs, proved beyond a doubt, that the 
refolution of the Council was meant for 


no 
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no other purpofe than that which it im- 
mediately gy seas 


The Prefident, extremely furprifed, at 
firft: made fome very ftrong attempts to 
ftop debate entirely, not only for that 
time, but for ever: but being reminded 
of the pofitive obligation laid upon him 
by the ftatutes of the Society, to put 
every queftion regularly moved and {fe- 
eonded, he expreffed a defire that a Com- 
mittee might be appointed to enquire 
into the merits of the fervices for which 
Dr. Hutton was to be thanked, at the 
fame time fuggefting that perhaps the 
Council itfelf might be a very competent 
Committee for that purpofe. Mr. Poore 
rofe’ again and faid, that Dr. Hutton’s 
friends. defired nothing fo much as a fair 
and ftrict enquiry into his fervices in his 
office, and he thanked the Prefident for the 
equity and condefcenfion of his propofal. 
Notwithftanding this declaration from 
Mr. Poore in the name of Dr. Hutton’s 

friends, 
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friends, no regular motion came from the 
chair, or from. any of thofe who difcover- 
ed the warmeft zeal for the fupport of 
the Prefident’s meafures for the forma- 
tion of a Committee; nor was any ftep 
taken to. give either form or.opening to. 
enquiry... The Prefident. feemed very 
ready to let his own propofal drop; when 
he difcovered that Dr. Hutton’s friends 
were willing and _ prepared to meet its 
Dr Horfley, not averfe to enquiry, (the, 
contrary appeared by the very forcible 
expreffions which he ufed, without effee 
to elicié crimination: ae the Prefident) 
but jealous, as. he has fince declared, 

of the mode to which the Prefident 
feemed_ inclined, urged the queftion ; 

faying, that unlefs the Prefident: would 
Jfupport his general charge of negligence, 
by allegations of particular initances, it 
would be exceedingly improper that a 
gentlemen of Dr. Hutton’s high charac- 
ter, . fhould retire from the fervice of | 
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the Society without their thanks. That 
unlefs fpecific accufations were fet up 
inftead of vague and general infinuations ; 
the general merit of Dr. Hutton’s 
{cientific character would be the only cir- 
cumftance which ought to influence the 
ballot. An attempt was made to get rid 
of the bufinefs by the previous queftion. 
This was rejected by a majority of five, 
the numbers being 33 and 28; after 
which the main queftion was carried by 
five, the numbers being 30 and 25. 


No fooner was the meeting broken 
up, than the Prefident fummoned a 
Council for the Wednefday following ;. 
perhaps it would be more accurate to 
to fay,. he would have fummoned one; - 
the factis, that neither the Prefident, nor 
the Secretary, nor the clerk, nor any 
officer, nor any fervant of the Society, 
was informed of the aétual refidence of 
_ Mr. Brander, whom the Prefident had 

res : put 
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put into Council upon the fuppofition 
that he lived in London; whereas for 
fome time paft he has retired to his 
country feat on the coaft of Hampfhire. 
For want of this information no fum- 
mons could be fent to that Gentle- 
man, and for that reafon no ftatuteable 
Council could be held: However a fuf- 
ficient number affembled; a number 
which might have been fufficient but 
for the informality of the meeting. The 
company paid no attention to a defence 
which Dr. Hutton had fent in writing to 
the Secretary ; and although no fpecial 
matter of complaint was alleged againft 
him, it was thought proper to declare 
that the refolution of the former Coun- 
cil was a very wife one, and ought to be 
inforced. 


The fequel fhewed how little thefe 
meafures were calculated to reftore the 
peace of the Society ; the end which the 

. 3... Prefident - 
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Prefident and his. Committees profefied 
to have in. view. On the meeting of 
the Society on the next day, Dr. Horfley 
moved, that Dr. Hutton’s defence, which 
the Council. had treated not only as nuga- 
tory, but as a full juttification of the 
vote of the former Council, fhould be 
read to the Society, The motion was 
introduced with a fhort fpeech, in which 
the proceedings of the Council of the. 
preceding day were treated with great 
freedom, and the injuftice fhewn to Dr. 
Hutton, with Ben indignation. 


This Bh ag was feconded by Dr. 
Mafkelyne, who had not been prefent at 
the former meeting, in which the vote of 
thanks had been carried; but he now 
came forward with great fpirit, and in a 
{peech, the fubftance of which is in the 
appendix, declared to the Society that he 
had moved to have Dr. Hutton heard © 
before he was difmiffed, but had been 
refufed. No reply being made to this, 

the 


Gs ee 
the following defence wasread. To the 
underftanding of . this, however, it. is 
neceflary to. premife, that though the 
Prefident had. refufed to. come forward 
with anydire@t charge, a rumour had been 
- fet about. concerning three foreign letters 
which had not been anfwered. To this 
charge therefore Dr. Hutton replies, and 
then concludes. with what muft have 
firuck every body very forcibly at the 
time, that his difmiffion (for that was then 
allowed to be the true word) had come 
upon him without a fingle previous ad- 
monition from the Prefident, . : 


Dr. Hutton’s Defence. — 


** As to the duties of the fecond agree- 

«¢ ment made February 1782, I have regu- 
‘larly fulfilled them all as far as there 
‘was ever any occafion offered, by re- 
turning thanks for all foreign prefents 
si received, and ' prepared an{wers to allthe 
si letters 
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“letters I ever received, and fent them 
* to be laid before Council too according 
* to article 3d of the agreement. And 
*¢ the reafon why no anfwers are entered 
*¢ in a book as required by that article, is 
** as follows: In the firft place then, I 
** never received any but three letters; I 
*¢ know of no more; andthefe were given 
**to me by the clerk, who faid he had 
** them from the Secretary to deliver to 
me. Now the firft two of thefe three 
** were given me at the fame time, being 
¢¢ as it were but one letter, written at the 
‘¢ fame time by the fame party: it was 
«¢ from the college of Cambridge in the 
<«* American States, conlifting of two parts ; 
‘¢ the one part was only to return thanks 
‘* to the Royal Society for a prefent of the 
<* Aftronomer Royal’s printed book of ob- 
*« fervations, and the other part was to an-~ 
<* nounce a paper of aftronomical obferva- 
‘* tions fent at the fametime from the Col- 
** lege to the Society. Now as the firft of 
** thefe two parts could require little or no 

| 3 ates “* an{wer, 
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*« anfwer, I delayed anfweting them tiff 
« their paper of obfervations thould pafs 
‘¢ the Society and Council, that I might 
« be able to inform the College as to the 
‘* fate of it, whether it was to be printed 
or not; andIafked Dr. Mafkelyne from 
« time to time if it had paft the Council, - 
«© which as foon as I knew of, and had 
© provided the means of tran{fmitting my 
¢¢ anfwer to the Collegethrough the hands 
** ofa friend at New York, (for we were ~ 
then at war with America) I prepared 
‘my anfwer, and fent it by the clerk to 
«be laid before Council for their ap- 
“¢ probation, with the original letter to 
‘© which it was an anfwer. The clerk ac- 
“‘ cordingly delivered it to Mr. Planta in 
“Council, for that purpofe; but he, 
* without laying my anfwer before the 
“ Council, returned it to the clerk to give 
** it me back again, faying, that it did not 
‘¢ fignify now, as he himfelf had anfwered 
‘it. So much ‘then for the an{wer to 
«the twin letter. The only other letter 
** that 
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‘« that was. given to me, was alfo by the © . 
** clerk, who faid he had j it from the Secre= i 
% ‘ tary to give me: I. afked the clerk if he a 
a knew for what _purpote it was delivered | 
“© to me, as it was only a letter to anounce i 
“ a prefent (froma Mr. Gual, orfome fuch, | | 
«* name) fent to the Secretary, and feemed 
<< to require only a common letter 
46 thanks, as in the ad article of theag ree . 
“« ment; but he, faid he knew 4 t, as hes a 
“ was only told to deliver ‘it to. me. i= 
elke afked Mr. Plarita about it, and hee 
te « informed me it o1 
a « letter of thanks fc 
KS « which letter “of. 
‘ wrote and fent like as 
ae ‘which therefore was not a 
ce tered i in a bookas per 3d arch C c= 
ce ment. | Hence theni it appears er can. 
«s no anfwer appear as entered in a bool, 
“¢ fince the only (twin) one, I was prevent- 
“ed from an{wering, and my an{wer never 
«6 ‘ Jaid before the Council. I am therefore 
(F « clearly not culpable by any breach of 
* uty. 


age 
aa 


required a common 
for the prefent, and 
thanks I accordingly % 
ag the reft, and 


er to be en- 
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te duty: But ifeven fomething of this kind 
_ “had been the cafe: if I had been dila- 
_ © tory in fome part; or if | had delayed or 
«« neglected fome anfwers to letters, 8c. 
_ * might I not have expected to have been 
 * reminded of it by the Prefident, or by 
__ « fome perfon for him, to have quickened 


as m) a or to have given me oc- 
— *€ cafion to clear up the matter, that there 

6 might 1 be: on Rapebip before a 
vote of cenfi gmould be paft on me; 
ifcharge from myoffice 
© unheard and witha the knowledge of 
@ ‘ary fafpicion of any neglect or offence | 
_ « given? And for this purpofe the Prefi- 


‘«¢ dent had opportunities enow given him 


— * amounting toad 


| 840 {peal me about that or any other 
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i , aS I purpofely have conftantly 
© attended at leaft every other public 
“« meeting of the Society; and very often 
‘ every meeting, to the great neglect of 
‘my many other important concerns. 
‘‘ And thefe frequent dttendances in 
‘© town; whereI have commonly remained 
| D & for 
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‘* for three days each time I came, have 
«« obliged me to keep apartments in town, 
«« the expences of which have always coft 
‘* me more than double the falary I re- 
ceived for the difcharge of my office. 
«¢ But notwithftanding all thefe oppor- 
‘* tunities, fince the laft agreement in Fe- 
s6 bruary 1782, the Prefident has never 
** once opéned his mouth to me on the 
*« fubject of my office, nor ever fent mé 
fe Brig mefiage oa at’ ae 


To this defence 0 regular reply was 
attempted. But in the courfe of fome 
defultory debate many citcumftances 
came out, which tended to heighten its 
effect on the minds of the company. 
Mr. Planta confirmed Dr. Hutton’s affer- 
tions refpecting two out of the three 
letters. Mr. Planta acknowledged, that 
he had confented to accept of Dr. 
Hutton’s place, under an impreffion, it 
is to be fuppofed, that very fufficient 
reafons would appear for Dr. Hat- 
el | ton’s 
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ton’s difmiffion. He declared, however, 
that he had already recalled the con- 
fent which he had too readily given, 
and that he now declined the office. 
This declaration redounds highly to Mr, 
Planta’s honour; but it accords but 
ill with an affertion of the Prefident’s, _ 
that the vote of Council refpecting the 
Correfponding Secretary, was not in- 
tended to make a vacancy of the office. 
For if the office was not to be made va- 
cant, why was a fucceflor provided for 
the perfon who held it?) The Prefident, © 
who in this debate condefcended to be 
himfelf the advocate of his own meafures, 
in proof that Dr. Hutton had written 
no letter, taxed him with having re- 
ceived twenty pounds for having written 
only three. This piece of reafoning had 
perhaps no great tendency to weaken the 
impreffions which Dr. Hutton’s defence 
had made, confirmed as they had been by 
thecandidconceflions of Mr. Planta. Nor 

D2 will 
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will it feem extraordinary, that the bufi~ 
nefs of this night fhould terminate in an 
approbation of Governor Pownall’s mo-~- 
tion, by a majority which amounted to © 
more than three-fourths of the whole 
aflembly. The motion made by Gover- 
nor Pownall, and feconded by Mr. Glenie, 
was in thefe terms: ‘* That if Dr. Hut- 
“* ton hath been, in the opinion of any 
«* member of the Society, criminated,. it 
‘¢is the opinion of the Society, that he 
«‘ hath fully juftified himfelf.” It was 
carried by 49 againft 15. . And thus 
clofed the bufinefs of the Royal Society 
for the year 1783. 


The ftrong attempts which were made 
in’ the courfe of the laft debate, to 
{top debate entirely, had compelled the 
Prefident’s opponents to infift upon the 
neceflity of debate in certain circum- 
— ftances of the Society ; and in the heat 
of this argument Dr. Horfley had de+ 
clared, ‘‘ that the Saciety is now in cir- 
“< cumftances 
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cumftances which render debate ne- 
ceflary to its prefervation: that its 
chartered rights had been infringed— 
the freedom of its elections controuled 
—the bufinefs of the committee of pa- 
pers mifmanaged: that he had charges 
to bring forward which might keep 
the Society in debate the whole win- 
ter; efpecially if upon every occafion 


‘‘ of debate it was firft to be debated, 


whether the company fhould debate 


‘or no. Perhaps beyond the winter— 


Perhaps till the feafon fhould return 
for the Prefident to inculcate his 
annual admonition from. the Chair; 
which it was to be hoped would 
never be again, what it had too long 


been, a nugatory form—his admoni-. 


tion tothe members to think of pro- 
per perfons to be chofen into the 
Council, and to fill his own and the 
other offices.’ 


It was now but too evident, that a 


ftorm was gathering, and the Prefident 


“judged 
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judged it neceffary to take meafures to 
affwage it. The expedient which he 
embraced was to invite a felect party to 
his own houfe, to confider of what mea- 
fures. might be taken for reftoring. the 
peace of the Society. The tranfactions 
of that meeting, at which none of the 
writers of this narrative had the honour 
to afiift, they prefume not to relate. A 
notion foon went abroad, which the 
event has fince juftified, that it was re- 
folved to bring forward fome. motion, 
which fhould quafh all inquiry into the 
Prefident’s official conduct by a general 
vote of thanks or approbation. In the 
firftt week of January a card was fent 
~ round to all the members of the Society, 
in which their attendance, on the Bthy 
was requested, in thefe terms 


i#% The Prefident of the Royal Society 
‘¢ prefents his compliments to Mr. ——, 
“and requelts his attendance at the next 
“ ' ordinary meeting of the Royal Society 

5 eee Ve BMary 
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February rath, as it is probable that 
© queftions will be agitated on which 


Cy 
na 


«¢ the opinion of the Hnigncve at at. ee 
“ ought to be pir i 


The members which obeyed the fum- 
mons might be 170. Of thefe it may 
be fairly eftimated that not more than 
70 were of thofe who regularly attend 
the mectings of the Royal Society. 


As foon as the Prefident had taken the 
Chair Mr. Anguifh, the Accountant- 
General, rofe, and, declaring that he had- 
a motion to make relating to the pri- 
vate concerns of the Society, that might 
probably throw the affembly into debate, 
moved, that ftrangers might not be ad= 
mitted. The motion was feconded, and 
carried without a divifion. For, altho’ 
many gentlemen might think it of no 
importance to exclude ftrangers, yet none 
wifhed to make a debate upon any fe- 
| condary. point. é 

: After 
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Aftér other matters of form were dif 
patched, Mr. Anguith rofe, to propofe 
and recommend his motion. He {faid; 
« that the peaceful ftudies of the Socie- 
“ty had been difturbed two fucceffive 
‘‘ nights by debate; that of the oc- 
‘« cafion of thefe debates he would fay 
‘“< nothing, that bufinefs having been ter- 
“* minated, and he not wifhing to revive 
‘©it; he would therefore confine himfelf 
*€ to obferving, that a learned Gentleman 
«¢ had, he would allow with great can- 
«© dour, declared in the laft of their de- 
“< bates, that the Society, far from being 
‘ quiet now, fhould be kept in debate 
‘‘ for the whole winter; that he would 
‘‘ bring charges againft the Prefident : 
*‘ he had gone farther; he had declared, 
‘‘ with the fame candour, what thofe 
‘* charges were; the Accountant-General | 
‘‘had heard them; they appeared to 
«him very frivolous; he did not doubt 
‘* but they would do fo to the Society : 
** be that however as it might, the in- 

tent 
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‘tent of them was evident, it was to 
‘turn the Prefident out of his place: 
*‘ that was the real caufe before the So- 
‘‘ cietys why not then try it immedi- 
“ately? For his part, as he had faid 
“* before, he was fatisfied how it ought 
“to go, and therefore he fhould move, 
“that this Society do approve of Sir 
‘© “tofeph Banks for their. Prefi. ident, and 
° qwill Support him.” | 


_ This alee was feconded. by the 
honourable Henry Cavendifh : it was op- 
pofed by Mr. Poore, who nblosned to 
the following purpote. 3 


. * He faid he thought the motion gene~_ 
‘¢ rally improper, but particularly unfea~ 
‘‘ fonable at thattime, and in fact equally 
6 « difhonourable to the Prefident and bis 
*§ fri@m$e icons oct sacl) bus < eons 


a That i it wasun caecenlentilate a propote 
“a formal panegyric on any public perfon 
| “ whe 


f 26 |] 


‘who had not, by a retirément frort: 


office, left a feal upon his fervices and 
character ; or who, remaining in it, had 


 notgiven fomie fignaloccafion for extra- 


ordinary applaufe: that a motion for 
general approbation, at the beginning of 
an annual office, was abfurdinitfelf; and 


for future fupport; could be only the 


effect of blind partiality, and. eee 
obfequioufnels, 


> * That the Préefident was fo fat from 


a 
An 
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giving occafion for extraordinary ap= 
plaufe, that he had very lately given 
caufe for diffatisfa@ion } that particular 
inftances, by no means trifling, had been 
adduced; that more remained to be 
fhéwn : that the majority of the con- 


« fant and regtilar attendants on the So- 
ciety had fhewn their fenfe of thofe 


*inftances; and that the motion for an 


extorted compliment muft appear 


therefore Pana ps jh 
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LE He thought it exponent; to ftate, 


briefly to the very numerous and re- 


{peGable meeting then affembled, the 
refult of the late debates, to thew that 


«if the Prefident drew any inferences to 
himfelf from them, it could not be that 
‘of the approbation of a majority of the 
ufual effective members: nor that the 


difapprobation arofe from iaterefted or 


‘fatious men, fince thofe who had 


avowed their diffatisfaction, were 
men of known fcience, and charac-, 
ter, » 


«© He faid, that he thought itdithonour= 
able tothe Prefident and his friends. to 
endeavour, by anticipated and dubious 
praife, to evade the minute(ft difcuffion 
of his conduct, that even prejudice 


might require. That he wifhed them 


not to hazard a motion fo precarious in 
its iffue, which if gained, would be a 
feeble fubftitute for the real and unani- 
mous faffrages of a majority of at- 
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“* tending members; but if loft, or even 
‘* if not gained by a great majority, would 
‘* be more humiliating to the Prefident 
‘¢ than his opponents could defire. That 
‘© it would be to his friend’s hohour to 
‘‘ withdraw a motion fo indelicate, and — 
‘¢ in fact fo nugatory: which could never 
*‘ be effective to palliate, or remove 
*¢ charges which had never been invetfti- 
** gated, and that he was certain enquiries 
‘‘ and debates would not be ftopped by 
«© a temporary effort of this kind; by a 
“«* fhadowy compliment, which the Prefi- 
‘¢ dent had been led to defire from the 
© adulation of followers, and the par- 
¢* tiality of admirers, who haddeluded him 
** into falfe notions of his own dignity : 
** that he withed not to fee the Prefident’s 
‘* dignity fo committed as it muft be by 
© fucha queftion; that his official charac- 
“ ter could reft on no fuch bafis; that it 
‘* depended neither on his rank, fortune, 
‘¢ nor friends ; but on his perfonal quali- 
tfties, his — good conduct, and 

| 3 | «© above 
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‘* above all on that difpaflionate and equi- 
‘‘ table behaviour, that moderation and 
‘© temper, which might always lead him 
“to confider himfelf the leaft, and the 
Society the moft important object of 
«© his attention: that fuch conduct would 
“* procure him, not a fudden, dubious, 
«¢ and extorted teftimony of approbation, 
‘* but the trueft tokens of it, in the fre- 
** quent and induitrious attention of 
«© members to the purpofes of the So- 
“ciety, in the readinefs of domettic 
_* and foreign correfpondencies on im- 
* portant objects, and in the fame and 
‘reputation of the Society both at 
#6 ‘home and abroad. 


“« He faid he fhould not move the pre- 
< vious queftion, as he knew that his 
‘¢ friend on his right, Dr. Horfley, had 
¢ much more to fay againft the motion.” 


Mr. Poore was followed by Mr. Baron 
Materes, 
| : “ Mr, 
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ue “J moft perfectly agree Gal the 
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Gentleman who moved. this queftion, 
in wifhing to reftore the peace of this 
«. Society, and to return from thefe un- 


harmonious debates, to the more quiet 
and inftrudtive bufinefs of thefe weekly 
meetings, the reading of the learned pa- 


cc pers prefented to the Society. . But it 
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appears to me, that this is impoffible to 
be done confiftently with juftice, and 
the permanent welfare of the Society, 
fo long as there are juft caufes of com- 
plaint againit the conduct of the Pre- 
fident, which it is thought necefflary 
that the Society fhould be informed of. 
If fuch caufes do exitt,. the only re- 
drefs, that can be had for them, muft 
come from the Society at large, when 
they exercife their power of annually 
chufing their Prefident, and other of- 
ficers: and for this purpofe it is ne- 
aud that they fhould be diftin@ly 

« In- 


fag 


informed of thefe caufes of complaint, 


and of the proofs by which they are 
to be fupported: and this information 
can be giveti them in no other way fo 


eafily, fo fully; and: fo fairly, as at 
thefe meetings. | The interruption, 


therefore, of the ufual readin gs of the 
*¢ Society, in order to introduce this in- 
formation, is a matter of neceffity, not 


choice ;'unlefs we chufe to leave every 


 abufé of power that the Prefident may 


be guilty of, to the oppreffion of the 
other moft refpe@tablé fervants, and 


~moft worthy members of the Society, 


uninquired into and unredreffed. ‘And 
therefore I can by no means approve 
of the prefent motion of thanking the — 


Pre fident Sor bis conduc in the office of 


Prejident, and of declaring a refelution 
to Jupport him, which tends to pre- 
clude and cut fhort thefe neceffary in- 
quiries. On the contrary, I think a 


particular: day fhould be affigned for 


the examination of every head of ac-~ 
, ** cufation 
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cufation againft the Prefident, which 
Dr. Horfley, or any other Gentleman 
in the Society, miay think proper to 
bring forward. When thefe are all 


gone through, but not before, the 


Society will be ripe to form a judg- 
ment concerning the prefent quef- 
tion; and to declare, Whether they will 


‘< fupport the Prefi dent in bis office or not. 
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Without fuch a courfe of inquiry the 


prefent motion, if carried, can do the 
Prefident no honour; becaufe it will 
be carried without a fufficient know- 


ledge of the grounds and merits of the 
-queftion. But, if thefe inquiries are 
fet on foot, they may turn out very 
much to the Prefident’s advantage, and 
give general fatisfaction to all un- 
biaffed and impartial members of the 


Society, For it may happen, that the 
charges of mifcondudt, that will be 


| brought again him, may. be thewn to 


be, falfe, or may not fufficiently be 
proved to be true; or, laftly, if they 
** are 


a ae 


‘‘ are true, may be thought frivolous: in 
*¢ all which cafes the cenfure of the im- 
‘‘ partial members of the Society will 
‘“* fall on the. perfons who fhall have 
* brought them, and the Prefident’s con- 
«¢ du@t will derive additional luftre from 
*‘ the inquiry. I muft confefs, indeed, 
‘¢ that this does not feem to be the moft 
‘* probable refult of fuch an inquiry; 
‘‘ becaufe in the only charge that has 
‘* hitherto been inveitigated in the So-~ 
“ciety, That of the unjuft removal of | 
*< Dr. Hutton from bis office of Foreign 
‘* Secretary, it has clearly appeared to 
‘* the Society, upon the indifputable tefti- 
«¢ mony of Dr. Mafkelyne and Mr. Maty, 
«¢ the Secretary to the Society, that the 
<¢ Prefident did throw. out fome loofe 
“‘ charges againft the Doctor of. neglect 
«¢ of duty in his faid office of Foreign Se- 
‘ cretary, but without {pecifying any par- 
“ ticular inftances of fuch neglect ; and 
“© that, when follicited by Dr. Mafkelyne 
“* to mention: fome fach particular in- 


F 88 ftances, 
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‘‘ ftances, and to permit Dr. Hutton to 
‘* be acquainted with them, and to be 
‘* heard in his own defence againft them, 
«¢ he refuled to do fo; and that he had 
“formed a refolution of difplacing, if 
© poflible, Dr. Hutton from his faid of- 
«< fice, and had pitched upen a particular 
«« perfon to fucceed him, whom he had 
“* perfuaded. to confent to accept the 
“office; and that he had follicited his 
“Council, (the late Couneil,) to join 
“with him in removing Dr. Hatton ; 
«and, upon their refwfal to do it in a 
*< direct manner, had prevailed with 
«« them to do it in an wdireé# manner, 
‘* by pafiing a refolution that was calcu- 
«lated merely to oblige Dr. Hutton to 
‘refign his office. I fay, in the only 
* inftance which has been. inveftigated 
* before the Society, it has appeared that 
“the Prefident did do the very things 
«¢ which he was charged with doing, and 

“© which, I believe, in the opinion of the 
‘* majority of the Society, muft appear to’ 
ae ‘be 
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«be capricious and unjuft. From this 


’6 


fpecimen we have, furely, no reafon to 


** conclude without an inguiry that the 
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other acculations, (whatever they may 
be,) are probably without foundation ; 
but rather the contrary. . 

«s Nor have we feen that the Prefident, 
after this plain proof of an unjuft re- 
moval of Dr. Hutton from his office, 


has given thofe figns of repentance and 


reformation that the Society had a 
right to expect from him, by reftor- 
ing the worthy member to his office, 
or prevailing upon his prefent Council 
to join with him in requefting him to 
refume it, as he before prevailed upon — 
his late Council to join with him in 
compelling him to refign it. This was 


‘ what juftice and a regard to the fenti- 


ments of the Society required to be 
done: and, if he had done it, I fhould 


«‘ have thought there would have been 
*‘reafon to expect a change of conduct 
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‘¢ from him in other refpects, that would 
‘© have removed the difflatisfations of 
‘¢ the Society, and made it unneceflary 
“to make a ftrict, inquiry into what is 
** paft. But, as this has not been done, 
‘I am of opinion, that the  prefeut 
‘‘ motion for a vote of approbation of 
‘‘ his conduct is premature, and wants 
<¢ foundation.” 


Dr. Horfley then rofe and {poke in the | 
following terms. 


se Mr. PRESIDENT, 


<‘ Twenty years are almoft elapfed, 
“fince firft I fought and obtained the 
‘honour of being affociated with this 
«¢ learned body. Much of that time, as 
«© much as could be {pared from the du- 
-€ ties of my profeffion, has been devoted 
«¢ to thofe ftudies, which are the imme- 
*« diate object of the Society’s inftitu- 
“tion. (It is for the world to fay how 
*« fuccefsfully.) I have fitten in its 
| <¢ Coun- 


Eo Sao 


<¢ Councils; I have borne one of its 
‘¢ higheft offices; fomething I have from 
«* time to time contributed to its volumes. 
‘‘ Is it to be fuppofed, Sir, that I, from 
‘© a foolith defire of difplaying my abili- 
ties in frivolous debate, fhould be 
‘«‘ willing to difturb the peace of the 
‘¢ Society, and call off its attention from 
‘¢ my own favourite purfuits ? Sir, no 
«¢ motive could induce me to engage the 
«¢ Society in debate, but the perfuafion 
‘©of my mind, that abufes have been 
‘¢ long practifed, and are {till going on, 
‘¢which muft affe& the honour and 
«© profperity of the Society, which threa- 
‘ten its very exiftence, and for which 
‘© debate 1s the only remedy. Abufes, | 
‘«¢ which in the end will more impede the 
‘* bufinefs of the Society than any debate 
«© can'do, becaufe they will put a final 
s* {top to the bufinefs of the Society, by 
‘its diffolution. In this ftate of things 
** T am the mover of debate, not from a 

| “¢ fondnefs 
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«¢ fondnefs of debate, but choofing it as 
‘* the leaft of two great evils. But, Sir, 
«* Gentlemen declare themfelves alarmed 
«© at the number of motions, which they 
“* conceive I have announced. Sir, this 
<< alarm is founded on their own mif- 
‘© conceptions. They fhould rather be 
‘¢ alarmed at the magnitude of the abufes 
© of which I complain, than at the num- 
“ber of my intended motions. I have 
«¢ faid indeed, that thofe abufes are enor- 
‘© mous, and will afford copious matter 
‘¢ of difcuflion. But they are all redu- 
‘* cible to a few general heads, and the 
‘* motions, which will containthe remedy 
‘* for them all, will be few and fimple. 
“‘ Gentlemen complain, Sir, that I have 
‘* refufed to give notice of the motions 
‘«¢T mean to make, and this refufal 
** is made one pretence for the motion 
‘* which has been juft brought forward. 
‘¢ It is true, Sir, that when a very learned 
<¢ omg honourable member of this So- 
*« ciety, whofe advice I always with to 

** treat 
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“« treat with the greateft refpect, propofed 
‘‘ to me to give previous notice of my 
“ motions, objections prefled upon my 
‘mind very ftrongly. I conceived that 
: *< to give notice of a motion, “would only 
‘“* create much ufelefs trouble to you, Sir, 
«and to myfelf. That after {uch notice, 
‘we fhould both think it neceflary to 
© folicit the attendance of our friends; 
‘«‘ and that the fate of every motion would 
** depend, not on the real merits of the 
** gueftion, but on the afliduity of either 
** party in making previous vifits. Under 
‘* thefe impreflrons I rejected the pro- 
** pofal of our learned and honourable 
* friend. I have fince weighed the mat- 
“ ter in my own mind very coolly; and I 
‘* do perceive, that the reafons for giving 
** notice are much ftronger than the ob- 
“jections againft it. I now therefore 
 promife, Sir, to you and the Society, 
“IT promife upon my honour, that I 
“* will bring forward no motion, without 
*“‘ giving previous notice of my inten- 
| © tions, 
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‘tions. Having faid thus much, Sir, in 
<¢ anfwer to what feemed perfonally ap- 
‘¢ plied to mein the fpeech of the worthy 
<¢ member, who. moved the prefent quef- 
“tion: having declared the motives of 
“© my ownconduat, and the rules to which | 
‘¢ Tam willing to fubmit; I defire to be 
‘«¢ heard upon the particular merits of the 
‘¢ queftion, upon which the Society is 
** now to decide. 


<* Sir, if I could confider the motion as a 
«¢ mere compliment to thePrefident, hav- | 
‘* ing neither retrof{pect nor confequences, 
«© ] would be one of the foremoft to con- 
“‘curinit. For, Sir, whatever warmth 
‘© of refentment I may be apt to feel, 
“‘and to exprefs, when I conceive the 
** character of my friend to be injurioufly 
© attacked; with whatever zeal, with 
“* whatever vehemence of zeal, I may be 
“* ready to rife, when the chartered rights 
“¢ of this Society are to be afferted, when 
‘* its conftitution is to be defended againft 
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‘‘ encroachments; I am {till ambitious 
‘<to feize every fair occafion. of . ex- 


*« prefling perfonal refpec to Sir Jofeph 
*« Banks. And I feel it a mott painful tafk, 
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which my duty to the Society impofes 
on me, to arraign and to expole his con- 
duct, in the high office which he does 
us the honour to hold among us. ‘Sir, 


it has been fuggefted to me, by gen= _ 


tlemen who conceive that debate is the | 
worft thing which can happen in this 
Society, that if the abufes, with which 
I-charge the Prefident’s government, 
do really exift, I might take a better 
and a more effectual way of obtaining 
the remedy; of accomplithing what 
they conceive to be my ultimate. pur- 
pole, by. communicating ‘my opinion 
to the members of the Society in pri- 
vate vifits: and-I am really in¢élined to 
think that this is very good advice. 


‘© If my intention were to cure'-the 


‘¢ abufes of the Prefident’s government, 


by preventing the renovation of his au- 


G és thority 
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«* thority next St. Andrew’s day; I do 
«¢ think, that this purpofe might be more 
‘¢ certainly carried, in the way which has 
«¢ been recommended tome. But, Sir, I 
‘¢ believe you will yourfelf allow, that the 
¢* method, which I now purfue, of public 
*« debate and difcuffion, if a lefs certain, 
‘¢* is a far more fair and honourable way. 
‘«* You would rather, Sir, that I thould 
«© make your plan of government a tepic 
‘¢ of public debate, than that I fhould 
é¢ calumniate your character in private, 
‘« This therefore is the method, to which 
«© T fhall adhere as the moft honourable. - 
«T muft theréfore, however unwillingly, 
‘* {peak to the merits of the queftion now | 
‘© before us: and if I-fhould bring for- 
‘< ward offenfive matter, 1 muft intreat 
«* your candid hearing. You are a pub- 
«* lic man in this Society: your condu@& 
‘¢ therefore muft be fubject to revifion ; 
«© and you muft bear with an.adverfary 
3 ‘< who, 


» 


g% 


é 


c 


ES Ree 
who charges you publickly, becaufe 
he difdains to wound in fecret. 


_ Sir, when I confider the tirne when 
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this queftion is brought forward, juft 


after the government of the Society 
hath been convicted of a flagrant act of 
injuftice towards one of our moft re- 
{pectable members, after an open decla- 


‘¢ ration of charges of mifmanagement. to 
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be brought forward againft the Pre- 
fident, charges of an infringement and 
invafion of the chartered rights of the 
Society ; I cannot but confider the mo- 
tion as intended to have a refpect to 
what is paft, and an operation upon 
what is to come: It is intended’ to 
throw contempt upon the vote of 
the Society; which juftified Dr. Hut-— 
ton; and to prejudge all future accu- 
fations of the Prefident. If this be 
not the intention of the motion, it is 
unfeafonable and nugatory. For to 
what purpofe is the Society, at this — 

ma. ** fealons 
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‘«‘ feafon, to pafs a vote of approba- 
“© tion of the Prefident’s conduct, and 
‘«* to declare they will fupport him. The 
‘* anniverfary election is juft overs. he is 
© in the chair for the year; and what- 
““ever may be the Society’s opinion of 
“** his conduct, nothing but his own act 
**-can put him out of it, before the ex= 
‘‘ piration of the year. At the end of 
«* the year his office determines. At the 
‘© prefent ieafon he neither needs fup- 
‘‘ port, nor have the Society any fup- 
“* port to give him. As for thofe optz- 
% Semeits who hold Sir Jofeph Banks to be 
the beft of all poffible Prefidents to be 
«© found in this beft of all pofiible worlds, 
“* let them come down.at the next anni- 
 verfary, and re-elect him. That will be 
“the feafon for giving him fupport. At 
* prefent no {upport can be given him, 
*‘ unlefs it be the unjuft fupport of ap- 
* proving the condu& towards Dr. Hut- 
‘ton, which the Society hath already 
«condemned, or of fecuring him againtt 
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all future complaint by a general vote 
of approbation. Sir, I know that it 
is the language among thofe wha 
would give the Prefident this fupport, 


that in the bufinefs of Dr. Hutton, the 


Society was taken by furprife. The fact 
is far other wife. Taking the numbers 


as they are ftated in the minutes, (the 


record I believe is not quite accurate) 
but taking the numbers as they are there 
ftated, the whole number of Fellows 
that voted upon the queftion of Dr. 
Hutton’s juftification, after his defence 
had been read, was fixty. Now fixty 
is perhaps as great a number as is ufu- 
ally to be found in any ordinary meet- 


ing of the Society, and is almoft the 


whole fum of its conftant effective 
members. Many it is true had been 
afked to come down; not afked for | 
their votes ; but afled to come down, 
and vote upon queftions as the merits 
{hould appear tothem. Very few were 
informed of the particular motions ta 
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sé be brought’ forwatd. I believe I ‘ 
*¢ may fay none, except the few whe 
£¢ took an open part in fupporting them. 
«¢ But of thefe fixty who voted, forty- 
« five, that is three-fourths of the whole 
«‘ number, declared Dr. Hutton juftified 
*« by his written defence. Still it is faid 
*¢ that this Society, which juftified Dr. 
«¢ Hutton, was not informed of the full 
‘© merits of the queftion, upon which 
*« they decided. That the Prefident had 
«‘ charges againft Dr. Hutton to which 
‘¢the written defence gave no reply. 
‘¢ Sir, was not the Society, which jufti- | 
#¢ fied Dr. Hutton, informed of the 
*¢ full merits of the queftion, upon which 
‘© it decided? Why then was not full 
‘¢ information given? Why were not 
¢« the charges publickly alleged, to which 

‘his written defence was no reply? 
' * Why was not I put to fhame and 
*¢ filence, when flanding upon this floor 
**} averred, as I do fiill aver, that 
‘¢ nothing worthy of eenfure could be 
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laid to Dr. Hutton’s charge? Why 


*¢ were thefe unanfwerable charges fup- 
‘‘ prefled, when Dr. Hutton’s accufers 


were challenged to produce them ?—= 
Why were they fuppreffed! Truely, 
Sir, for a reafon more eafy to be 
gueffed, than fit to be mentioned. It 
was underftood that thofe pretended 


‘ charges, were much too futile to be 


alleged to an impartial promifcuous 


“© company.’ They were referved for a 
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felec% meeting of friends, in the Pre- 
fident’s own houfe, in which every 
thing that might fall from the lips of 
authority was fure to be received 
with applaufe and admiration. But 
what were thefe charges ? futile or 
momentous, what were they? I be- 
lieve, Sir, when. we fpeak of charges, 
we {peak by an enallage of the number 
little ufed.in the living languages 
of Europe. I have yet. heard but of 
one, which is founded on a letter from 
Mr. Bonnet of Geneva, to. a learned 
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member of this Society, in which Mr. 


Bonnet complains of the fingular bre- 


vity and drynefs of a letter of thanks, 
which he had received from Dr. Hut- 
ton as our foreign Secretary, in return 
for a prefent which he made to the 
Society of his very valuable work, en- 
titled Collection Complete des Oeuvres. 


This work, Sir, arrived in England 


‘ fome time in the f{ummer 1782, during 


the recefs of the Society. It was pre- 
fented to the Society at their firft 
mecting after the recefs, and the letter 
of thanks to Mr. Bonnet was fent 
December 17th of the fame. year. 
There was no delay therefore on the © 


‘part of our Secretary. Nor indeed is 


any delay . pretended. The whole 


‘ charge is, that Mr. Bonnet complains, 


that having made a very valuable pre- 
{ent to the Society, he has not, in his 
own opinion, been thanked enough. 
Now, Sir, the plain matter of fact-is 
this. It is a declared maxim of the So- 

ns ciety, 
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ciety never to give a judgment either 
of approbation or of cenfure, upon any 
work, difcovery, or invention which 
may at any time be communicated to 
it. If the Society gives no judgement 
upon works and inventions immedi- 
ately communicated to it, and publi- 
fhed to the world through the channel 
of its own volume; a fortior7 it ought 
to givenojudgementupon publications, 
in which it hath had no fhare. Up- 
on this principle the wifdom of former 
Councils hath tied the Secretary 
down, in the bufinefs of giving 
thanks, to the ufe of a printed form ; 
left if he were at liberty to return thanks 


‘in too. rhetorical a language, an ap- 


probation of the body might fome- 
times feem to be conveyed, which 
an author might eirculate more for 
the gratification of his own vanity 
than to the credit of the Society. 
The foreign Secretary is to return 
thanks by this printed form, except 
in fome extraordinary cafes, when the 

eo. <* Pre- 


f ey 
«« Prefident may think proper to give 
** particular inftru€tions. No particu- 
«« lar initructions were given in the cafe 
«¢ of Mr. Bonnet. He received thanks, 
«therefore, according to the printed 
“‘ form; and if he complains, that the 
‘‘ thanks were not proportioned to the 
“* value of his prefent, the conclufion 
“€€ js, not that Dr. Hutton hath been 
“‘ negligent in his duty; but that Mr. 
«¢ Bonnet is ignorant of our national 
«* chara@er, that he is not aware, in 
«¢ what contempt the high-minded Eng- 
“‘ lifhman holds that fort of reputation, 
** which is built om a vain reciprocation 
“© of compliment between men of learn- 
*©ing: and that he is ignorant of the 
«rules of the Society ; which allow no 
“‘ larger thanks, than thofe which Dr. 
*« Hutton gave. It is faid indeed that 
«© Dr. Hutton wrote to Mr. Bonnet, 
<* without knowing what particular in- 
‘f ftructions the Prefident might have to 
“ give. That he never prefented him 
“ felf at the breakfat in Soho-fquare 
= ee on 
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“‘ to receive the Prefident’s orders. - And 
«© fo at laft, Sir, Dr. Hutton’s accufers 
‘«‘ think proper to change theit ground. 
‘Unable to.convid him of any’ negli» 
** gence in his office, they prefer a new 
“‘ indi@&ment, on-which it will perhaps 
‘be no dificult matter to convict, 
<‘ that Dr. Hutton, diligent as he has’ 
<¢ been in the duties of his office, has 
«“ however neglected to adore the mayefty 
‘“‘ of the Prefident. Sir, if Dr. Hutton 
<¢ has been never feen at the Prefident’s 
<< levees, he has been feen at the So» 
“ciety never lefs frequently than once 
‘‘in every fortnight. ‘There was the 
‘* place for the Prefident to deliver his’ 
“« inftru@tions. Or they might have been 
conveyed by meflage through the 
*‘ clerk; orif a perfonal interview were 
‘* neceflary, Dr. Hutton might have been 
required, by meflage, to wait upon the’ 
‘* Prefident at his own houfe, to receive’ 
<* his orders. Dr. Hutton would hard-’ 
«‘ly have difobeyed the >fummons,* 
‘* though he may not -have leifure, or he’ 
| H 2 “may — 
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‘¢ may not have inclination, to paya re- 
‘¢ oular attendance at the levees. Sir, I 
‘© infift that no officer of the Society 
‘can be liable to cenfure, much lefs 
‘<¢ to difmiffion, for any thing lefs than 
ftatutable offences. And I deny, that 
any of our ftatutes require any officer 
of the Society to repair to Soho, at 
‘¢ ftated times, to eat breakfafts with the 
“¢ Prefident. 


ti. 


~ A 
n wn 


Ss 
n 


<¢ Such, Sir, is the futility of the heavi- 

«© eft charges, that Dr. Hutton’s accu- 
‘¢ fers have been able to fet up in anfwer 
«to his defence: and thefe are the only 
‘¢ charges, to which it is pretended, that 
‘‘ his defence is not a fufficient reply. 
** No doubt therefore can remain, that 
“* Dr. Hutton was very properly juftified, 
‘* by the vote of the Society at the laf 
** meeting; and that the proceedings 
*‘ againft him make one inftance, in 
‘¢ which the Society cannot approve the 
‘* conduct of their Prefident. Upon this 
‘* ground, if there were no other, -I 
| ** fhould | 
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‘¢ fhould think it my duty to oppofe the 
“© prefent queftion. But to judge of the 
‘* full merits of the queftion, the Prefi- 
¢é dent’s conduct fhould be examined, in 
<‘ every inftance in which it hath been 
‘* arraigned. But as this would draw us 
‘¢ in to very long difcuffions, I am cons 
‘‘ tented to confine myfelf at prefent to 
‘* the fingle article of his unjuftifiable in~ 
“¢ terference in the election of candidates : 
‘¢ and upon this I muft entreat a patient 
<* hearing, as I conceive it to be an open | 
‘¢ invafion of our chartered rights, and an 
<6 abufe which calls for fome immediate 
‘¢remedy. It is an invafion of our char=— 
“* tered rights, becaufe in effect it takes 
¢ the election of candidates out of the 
‘* hands of the Society, in which the char- 
‘¢ ters place it; it leaves only the fhadow 
«¢ of an election, while the admiflion or 
“«¢ exclufion of any candidate is made to 
‘¢ depend upon the fingle will of the’ — 
‘¢ Prefident. Sir, I would not be under- 
‘« ftood to fay, that the Prelident is to 
‘‘ be abridged of a right which is ex-— 
| +  ecited, 
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‘* ercifed without blame by every member 
‘* of the Society; the right of objecting to 
‘¢ candidates, whom he may know to be 
‘¢ unqualified ; the right of warning the 
‘¢ Society again{ft the election of impro- 
‘¢ per candidates. I muft obferve, how- 
‘‘ever, that. the practice of Prefidents 
‘¢ hath hitherto been, never to fign any 
“* candidate’s certificate. And I fhould’ 
“think, Sir, that the rule which this’ 
_€ practice prefcribes to the Prefident, 
‘in the bufinefs of eleGtions, is a ftrict’ 
“‘ neutrality. For if it is improper (as 
‘this practice feems to declare) that 
‘‘ the Prefident fhould fupport any can- 
“didate by his fignature, the equity of 
‘* the thing would be, that he fhould not 
‘‘ interfere by his teftimony to any can- 
** didate’s difadvantage. But this I am’ 
‘“willing to give up. .[ am content’ 
«that the Prefident fhould obje& to im-- 
‘* proper candidates. But my complaint’ 
‘is, that this right of obje€ting has: 
‘* been exercifed (Sir, you.. muft pardon’ 
‘the ftrength of the expreffion) capri- 
B 3 .  cioufly 


hee eg | 
© cioufly ; againft candidates to whofe 
‘* qualifications and charaéters there was 
‘‘ no juft exception ; againft candidates, 
«‘whom the Society ought to have 
‘¢ courted and embraced. I complain 
too of the manner of the Prefident’s 
‘* interference; which has been either to 
‘* folicit the Fellows on the evening. of 
election, that at his requeft, without 
‘any reafon affigned, they would be 
‘< pleafed to black-ball fuch or fuch a 
** perfon ; or to perfuade the friends of 
‘* the candidate to withdraw his certi- 
‘< ficate,. before the evening of election, 
*¢ under the apprehenfion of a rejection 
‘© of their friend, at the inftance of the 
« Prefident. I have no lefs than eight | 
** inftances to allege of gentlemen of the 
** moft re{pectable character, and of the 
‘* higheft.eminence in different branches 
** of {cience, who have been excluded 
‘‘ from this Society by this indecent and 
‘* unconititutional exertion of the in- 
‘‘ fluence of the chair. The firft in- 
*‘ftance I fhall allege is that of Mr. 
| i.  fienry® 
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sé Henry Clarke, of Manchetter. Ma. 
«© Henry Clarke is a gentleman of the 
¢¢ moft unblemifhed character. in life, a 
«© mathematician of the greateft emi- 
‘‘nence. Sir, when I fay that Mr. 
‘¢ Clarke is an eminent mathematician, 
“‘my meaning is not merely that his 
‘‘ reading in mathematical fubjedts is 
“‘ very extenfive—that he has ftudied 
‘¢ the moft difficult books—that he is 
<¢ verfed in the moft abftrufe parts of 
‘¢ the fublime mathematics —that he 
‘¢ knows every thing that is to be learnt 
‘¢ from books, or from mafters. This, 
‘¢ Sir, is not what I call eminence in 
‘¢ mathematics. Nor is this the merit 
“that I afcribe to Mr. Clarke. Sir, I 
‘‘ affirm that Mr. Clarke ranks as an 
“INVENTOR in mathematics. He 
«¢ has furnifhed new Compendia of Calcu- 
*¢ lation in the great bufinefs of finding 
“‘ fluents from fluxions. Perhaps, Sir, 
«* Gentlemen on the other fide may be 
‘< inclined to combat this affertion ; per- 
‘< haps they will tell me, that however 

‘“ highly 
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* hichly I may be inclined td. tate the 
«© merit of Mr. Clarke’s writings; his 
‘« pretenfions to originality have been 
‘“ queftioned by very good judges. I 
*¢ know; Sir, that’ a worthy member: of 
“the Society, carried away “by that 
*¢ veneration for his illuftrious preceptor; 
‘¢ which great minds are apt to entertain 
*¢ for thofe, to whom they think them- 
*¢ felves indebted’ for their own. attain- 
** ments; has affirmed in print, that what 
‘© T call Mr..Clarke’s inventions are all 
«¢ contained in certain formule of Mr: 
**« Thomas Simfon’s. But, Sir; the fact 
*¢ is, that Mr. Thomas Simfon’s works 
© have been diligently conned by many 
«¢ learned gentlemen in my eye, by Dr: 
«¢ Hutton; by the learned Afttronomer; 
‘by Dr. Price; by myfelf, by every 
«* Gentleman here who calls himfelf a 
-*¢ mathematician; and none of us had the 
** good fortune to difcover Mr. Clarke’s 
*« methods in Mr. Simfon’s formulé, till 
«© Mr. Clarke himfelf laid them open. 
«¢ Mr, Clarke therefore is entitled to the 

J “rank 
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‘‘ rank of an inventor, notwithftanding 
‘‘ that his inventions may be found zz ove 
“« in an earlier writer. Perhaps we fhall 
“« find no inventor, whofe pretenfions 
«« have not been combated upon the fame 
‘principle: It was the cafe. of Mr. 
*« Cotes, when his Harmonia Menfurarum 
“¢ firft appeared. Dr. Pemberton, over- 
“‘§ealous of the fame of Newton, wrote 
‘a tract to thew that Mr. Cotes’s methods 
* were deducible from the formule in 
*¢ the book of quadratures. The thing 
‘€is true. However, mathematicians 
** were fo delighted with the elegance of 
** Mr. Cotes’s Theorems, fo fenfible of 
*« their utility, and fo thankful to Mr. 
** Cotes for the difcovery; that Dr. Pem- 
*¢ berton got very little credit by his 
** publication, though it eontained many 
‘¢ things worthy of the attention of Ma= 
_* thematicians. But, Sir, whatever may 
‘© be the merit of the queftion between 
“c Mr. Clarke and. Mr. Landen, at ts 
“« (ufficient for my purpofe, itlis afufi- 
** cient proof of Mr. Clarke’s abilities, 
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«that he has been the author of a book 
** worthy to be the object of Mr. Landen’s 
‘* animadverfions. Sir, Mr. Clarke’s 
‘* certificate was figned by Dr. Percival, 
‘¢ Mr. Henry, Mr. White, Mr. Butter+ 
“‘ worth Bailey (very fufficient vouchefs 
** of the worth of his character), by Dr. 
‘© Maikelyne, Dr. Hutton, and Mr. Wales 
‘* (very fufficient vouchers of his mathe- 
«« matical abilities. ”) [Here the Prefi- 
dent’s friends attempted to overpower the 
fpeaker with a clamour for the queftion, 
and the clattering of fticks.] ‘* Sir, Mr. 
*© Clarke was black-balled through the 
‘* interference of the Chair, as gentle- 
‘‘men in my eye are ready to atte{t.” 
[Here Mr. Poore rofe and faid, I was 
afked by the Prefident, on the evening of | 
election, to black-ball Mr. Clarke.] 
[Clamour for queftion increafed, with ac- 
companiment of fticks.} ‘“‘ Sir, I per- 
** ceive I fhall not be permitted to go 
“‘ through my eight inflances of exclufi- 
*‘ ons. I will mention therefore only one 
€ more, which is that of Major De Barres. 
72 I chufe 
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‘I chufe this inftance, Sir, becaufe what 
© T have to fay will be confirmed by the 
“* teftimony of two learned gentlemen *, 
‘¢ who I believe mean to follow me in 
‘*this evening’s debate.” [Clamour 
for queftion, with accompaniment of 
flicks, exceflively loud.] ** Sir, ‘fince it 
«is the refolution of your friends, that I 
‘© aim not to be heard upon an argument, 
‘¢ to which they are confcious they can 
«frame no reply, I fhall ftruggle no 
‘longer with their clamour.—I fhall fay _ 
<‘ but a few words more. Sir, it would 
‘¢ be abfurd to vote the prefent queftion 
‘* without a difcuffion of its merits.’ Ap- 
$6 probation is no approbation, unlefs it 


ws 


«* be accompanied.with a conviction that — 
«* it is deferved, on the part of thofe who 
« beftow it. Sir, I well know, the gene- 
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rofity of your high {pirit will reject an 
“f approbation voted in ignorance... Sir, 
** You will fay to us, Give me na appro- 
mn till you are fatisfied that I de efer ve 
‘at, Approbation given, while a fu {pt 


7 Me. Maty, and Major Grant. 
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-£* eion may remain that it ts undeferved, is 
‘<< @ fale contpliment. = 
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Quem nift mendofam et mendacem ¢ 


s¢ Let the charges, which have been fet a 
«« againft my conduét, be fairly di ifeuffed 
“© and fully inveftigated, When they are 
ie found to be groundlefs and nugatory, 
<< then give me your approbation. Yor our 
“ approbation given then will grat ify me 5: 
as becaufe it will be at the fame time an ap~ 
“© probation of me, and a cenfure of thofe 
<6 who bave dared, without cau/e, to arraign 
‘ my conduél, Approbation given now, 
“¢ before thefe charges are done-away, were 
“* premature. It will not gratify me. It 
“« quill offend. ‘Vhefe, Sir, I know to be 
_* your fentiments; I concur with you in 
«¢ thefe fentiments: and I move the pre- 
‘* vious queftion.” | 


The Reverend Dr. Mafkelyne, the 
Aftronomer Rayal, rofe next, and fe- 
ee conded 
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conded the motion for the previous quef- 
tion, in words to this effect : 


Ge 


«> He had been prefent at public affem- 
blies, which regulated their debates 


after the manner of the two houfes of 
patliament; there the queftion was 
‘never put, till every one that chofe it, 


was fuffered to {peak. They cannot 
with propriety put this queftion, while 
any gentleman is offering to {peak. 


As to himfelf he was forry to be obliged 
‘to take a part in this bufinefs, but it 
was unavoidable. He had been prefent 
at ameeting of the Council, of which 


he was then a member, where this 
bufinefs originated. There a motion 


‘was made, which by implication de- 


prived Dr. Hutton, a worthy member 
and great mathematician, of his place 


of Foreign Secretary; and in order to 


inforce the motion, Dr. Hutton was 
accufed of neglect of duty, and refufed 
to be heard in his defence, previous 
to ihe putting the faid motion; and 
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¢ it} was even refufed to poftpone the 
‘‘ faid motion till the next meeting of 
the Council, that Dr. Mafkelyne 
‘¢ might in the mean time apply to Dr. 
‘© Hutton for his anfwer to the accufla- 
‘€ tion, and be his advocate. Thus a 
‘‘ worthy member was deprived of his 
¢¢ office, under an accufation of negle@& 
«« of duty, and with a refufal for him ~ 
‘¢ to be heard in his defence. This cer- 
*‘ tainly makes much againft the main 
‘© queftion.. So do the charges againft 
“the condud of the Prefident, offered 
‘‘to be brought by Dr. Horfley; and 
“the Society cannot properly decide 
“upon the queftion till they are 
shear. | | 


Mr. ia. who, had the debate been 
carried on with any kind of decency, 
intended to have ftated fome very curi- 
ous matter relating to three of the cer- 
tificates, and alfo to have gone verydeeply 
into the policy invariably obferved by 
the Prefident in the formation of Szs 

Council, 


ee 

Council, attempted to fay a few words} 
but he was not fuffered to proceed. Af~ 
ter a great deal of noife and confufion, 
which was allowed to break: out many 
times without any. ‘interruption 5 Mr. 
Anguifh and Lord Mulgrave both de- 
clared: that. they withed the gentlemen 
of the oppofition might have a.patient | 
hearing. Lord Mulgrave added, that he 

was fure their charges would appear very 
frivolous: he trufted the divifion of that 
night would convince.them of it; if it 
fhould not have the defired effet, fome 
_ broad hints might be neceflary, to. con- 
vince the gentlemen who feemed fo active 
in. promoting thefe diflenfions, how 
highly their conduct was difapproved 
by the majority of the Society. Upon 
this Dr. Horfley rofe; in fome warmth, and 
oe the eb it in thefé words: 


_ “"*€ Sir, what has fallen from the noble 
“ Lord, feems fo dir ectly pointed at me, 
‘that I mutt’. beg leave to fay a few 
é words, to inform the noble Lord what 
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thay be. the effet of “broad hints. 
Sir, we fee and confefs the extent of 
the Prefident’s perfonal intereft. We 
fee that great numbers may be oc- 
cafionally brought down, to ballot 
upon particular queftions, who do not 
honour the Society with a very regu- 
lar attendance. Weare well aware, 
Sir, that oppreffive ftatutes may be 
framed in the Council, and, with this. 
fupport in the Society at large, receiv- 
ed. We underftand, that motions 
perfonally offenfive and injurious may 
be brought forward, and perhaps may 
be carried. And by thefe means the 
remedies, which the {cientific part of 
the Society would with to apply to 
the abufes which exift, may be pre- 
vented. But, Sir, lam united with a 
refpectable and numerous band, em- 
bracing, I believe, a majority of the 
{cientific part of this Society ; of thofe 
who do its fcientific bufinefs, Sir,’ 
we fhall have one remedy~in our — 
power when all others fail. If other 

K . “* remedies 
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‘* remedies fhould fail, we can at lat 
<«¢Secepe. Sir, when the hour of fe- 
“* ceffion comes, the Prefident will be 
‘¢ left, with his traim of feeble Amateurs, 
«and that Toy * upon the table, the 
“ Guost of that Society in which 
‘¢ Philofophy once reigned and — 
es, prefided as her minifter.”’ 


- The Aftronomer Royal faid, “ he had 
«‘ devoted himfelf to the Royal Society ; 
“that he had given them many papers 
‘‘of his own, many from his friends ; 
«he believed, as many as any member of 
“the Society, and that he fhould be 
“always happy to do fo; that he hoped 
“there would be no occafion for a Se- 
‘* ceffion, and that the more learned and 
“« ufually-attending members would be 
«* found a majority on this queftion; but 
“that, if there fhould be a neceflity for 
‘“« a Seceflion,. the deff Society would. be 
‘“< the Rapa! lait in fact, nee not 

‘*in name.’ : | 


7 Pointing to the Mace. 
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After the Aftronomer, Mr. Glenie rofe 
and declared himfelf in thefe words. 


“¢ Mr. PRESIDENT, 


«It is with concern and reluctance, 
“«¢ that I rife to {peak on this occafion, as 
** IT flattered myfelf, that the differences 
“$ and difputes of this Society would be 
‘ fettled and accommodated in a man- 
“ner both fatisfactory to the Chair and 
‘¢ calculated to promote the honour and 
‘‘ welfare of the Society itfelf.—But — 
<< when I hear a motion made, which, | 
‘if carried, muft {tab this Society. to | 
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‘‘ the very vitals, and endanger even the 
«« exiftence of this once much admired 
and philofophic Affembly, I conceive 
myfelf to be bound both in duty and © 
in honour to. deliver my fentiments 
“© on the fubject.—I thould confider my- 
‘«‘ felf indeed an enemy, nay even a trai- 
*¢ tor to {cience, if I did not.—For what 
‘is the purport of this motion? Plain- 
“ly this, to prevent all debate, to ex-~ 
* clude even the privilege of inguiry.— 
a « And 
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‘¢ And what muft be the confequence? 
Tf debate and inveftigation are to be 
‘‘ banifhed from this Society, abufes 
«‘ however great or enormous may, be 
‘«¢ introduced and countenanced with im- 
- punity.—-And how can it profper or 
“even exift, if fuch things may not 
“© only be introduced into it, but fanc- 
‘tioned and eftablithed “by cuftom, 
<‘ without leaving even the poffibility of 
«¢ redrefs or remedy? The motion there- 
<‘ fore is not only premature and un- 
<‘ feafonable, but injurious to the in-° 
‘‘interefts of the Society, and highly 
‘irrational and abfurd. — For it con- 
*€ tains in its very nature an accufa- 
‘tion of the Chair itfelf, a confci- 
‘* oufnefs of fomething wrong, a dread 
‘of inveftigation. — One of the moft 
<‘ learned, moft fcientific, and moft re- 
** {pectable members of this Society has 
** publicly declared, that he has feve- 
‘< ral matters to lay before it, which de- 
mand the moft candid and ferious in- 
* quiry.—~And in this declaration he 
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‘appears to be feconded by the greateft 
‘¢ part by far of the fcientific Fellows 
«‘ here prefent.—To prevent all expla- 
«¢ nation however of thefe particulars is 
‘¢ profefiedly the object of this motion. 
«¢—-Now, if the Chair is not afraid to 
‘¢ meet fuch inquiries, what reafon can 
‘‘ there be for bringing forward a mo- 
‘¢ tion to prevent them? I repeat it, if 
** the Chair is not afraid to meet fuch 
‘© inquiries, for what purpofe is a mo-. 
‘¢ tion brought forward to exclude them ? 

«¢ Much has been faid by the mover of 
— it; though, in my opinion, to very 
‘‘ little purpofe, about preferving the 
‘© peace of the Society.—That its ordi- 
“‘ nary bufinefs fhould be broken in 
“© upon by debate, is certainly much to 
<‘ be lamented; but it is furely better, 
** that this bufinefs fhould be interrupted 
‘for a feafon, than that its very ex; 
‘* iftence as a Philofophic Body fhould 
‘be brought into rifque and danger.—~ 
‘* Unanimity within thefe walls is un~ 
** doubtedly an obje@ highly defireable; 
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«‘and fo fincere are my wifhes on this 
‘‘head, that I might fafely call even 
‘‘ Heaven to witnefs, that there is no 
<< member whatever of this Society, who 
‘‘ more ardently defires the prefervation 
‘*of tranquility, order, harmony, and 
«¢ concord in it, than I do; provided at 
‘the fame time the Society itfelf be 
‘* preferved in a profperous and flourifh- 
‘‘ ing condition, and fuch eftablifhment 
‘¢ of order and of concord be not erected 
“*on the ruins of its liberty, and fup- 
«* ported and maintained by means in- 
‘* jurious to the moft meritorious indivi- 
‘¢ duals compofing it, derogatory from 
“¢ its honour, deftructive of its interef{ts, 
‘¢ and fubverfive of the ends of its infti- 
‘‘ tutioa.—I with not, however, and 
‘«<furely no member of it can with to 
** ever fee it unanimous at the expence 
‘* of its freedom and independence. —— 
«© That unanimity may always prevail 
‘‘ here as much as poffible, is one of 
«© the firft withes of my heart relative to 
‘this Society. The firft however is, 
| | | 6 that 
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** that the Society itfelf may remain free 
“© and independent, and that its ho-~ 
‘nour, its dignity, and its reputation, 
‘“be for ever preferved inviolate and 
‘¢ undiminifhed.—-But how are thefe to 
“be fupported? Is it by the catalogue 
«© of its members? Is it by the lift of 
<‘ wealthy, or even neble names, that are 
‘© to be found in it?” [Here Mr. Glenie 
was interrupted — The remainder of 
what he was going to fay, is what 
follows.] “ Is it by the authority of the 
«¢ Prefident and an overruling indecent 
«* interference in the election of ‘can- 
<« didates? Is it by the formation of a 
«© Council incapable of examining or 
‘even perufing the various papers ‘on 
«© mathematical, mechanical, aftronomi- 
‘* cal, optical, and chemical fubjects, Sic. 
«« that may come before them? Is it by 
«« the expenditure of money intended for 
.“ the encouragement of fcience on ufe- 
«<lefs pompous fhow and decorations ? 
‘«« Clearly not; but by the materials con- 
“tained in its publications, and the.cul- 

“* tivation 
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‘‘ tivation and improvement of thofe 
« fciences, which firft brought this 
<< Society itfelf into credit and repute, 
“‘ which firft made Englifhmen boaft of. 
<< it, and foreigners admire it.—But how 
‘¢ are thefe materials to be procured, if 
<* fuch members, as are moft capable of 
‘* fupplying them, are difcountenanced, 
‘¢ opprefied, difcouraged? and fuch per- 
“© fons, as are moft likely to furnifh them, 
¢¢ when propofed as candidates, exclu- 
‘¢ ded by an influence, which at eleGions 
“‘ought not to be exercifed? Thefe 
“<< {ciences have always been admired in 
<* every age and in every country ;—and 
** although they may.frequently ceafe to 
** be fafhionable, they never can ceafe 
“to be eftimable.—But if they are to 
‘« be difcouraged and totally renounced 
‘* for fafhionable purfuits and trifles, the 
' reputation of this Society muft be- 
*‘ come as changeable and _tranfitory as 
“‘ fafhion itfelf—Then this houfe, in- 
‘* ftead of being the refort, of philo- 
“‘ fophers, will become a cabinet of 

| © trifling 
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** trifling curiofities, and degenerate in- 
‘to a virtuofo’s clofet decorated with 
“‘ plants and fhells.—Authority in ma- 
‘€ ters of form,. order, and decorum, 1 
**am as ready to fupport as any man; 
‘but in things that are the objects ot 
** reafon alone, (and furely the fciences 
** are thofe objects, if fuch objetts exitt) 
“the exercife of it muft be rejected 
*« by every reafonable perfon with fcorn 
‘‘and indignation. ‘Vhere are two 
‘‘ things, which, for the honour and 
‘* profperity of this Society, I moft 
heartily with for; one, that fuch 
*€ members, as are moft calculated for 
“cultivating and improving thefe {ci- 
‘‘ences be countenanced as much as 

** poflible in their cultivation and im-— 
** provement; and that thofe, who have 
‘¢ given public proof, that they are moft 
** likely to anfwer this purpofe, be al- 
© ways encouraged to become members ; 
«the other, that each Fellow may ever 
‘* receive from the Society at large fech 
 afiftance and protection, and enjoy 
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‘‘juft fuch influence in it, as is pro- 
** portionate to the degree of utility, 
‘‘ that he is of to it, and the meafure 
** of fupport, that he brings to its re- 
‘‘ putation. Before I conclude however, 
«‘ Mr. Prefident, I muft beg leave to 
“make a few additional obfrvations in 
‘€ regard to the motion itfelf, that it 
_ may not go abroad in its prefent form, 
‘“to the eternal difgrace of this So- 
_ ciety, Had I been called upon to 
<« vote you thanks for your condu& as a 
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matter of form, civility, or compli- 
«© ment, I would have joined in the vote 
“as heartily as any man: But this is not 
‘¢ the cafe, Jam requefted, I am_ de- 
*< fired to come to an unfpecific, un- 
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qualified, unconditional refolution to 
‘“« fupport you in the chair at all events, 
«* and to renounce. even the privilege of 
‘‘ judging for myfelf both now and in 
‘6 time to come. ~'For how can thofe 
‘¢ gentlemen, who thus pledge them- 
‘* felves publickly to furnifh an uncon- 
‘¢ ditional fupport, unlimited as to time, 
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_« extent, or operation, ever withdraw it 
*¢ on any future change of fentiment of 
*¢ opinion, without becoming charge- 
‘‘ able with inconfiftency? The prefent 
‘motion calls upon us to fapport ar- 
‘< raigned conduct, without inquiry or 
“ inveftigation; to give public fanétion 
‘to abufes fubverfive of the interefts 
‘“‘ of the Society ; to facrifice {cien¢e to 
‘©complaifance and fycophantic adus 
‘* lation; and to approve, at the fame time 
‘¢ that itfelf conveys céenfure.—O! un- 
‘< accountable inadvertency, thus heed- 
“<lefsly to. bring forward a motion, 
‘«‘ which in its nature implies an accu-_ 
‘« fation of that very perfon, whofe con- 
««du@ it would approve!——For God’s 
“* fake let it be qualified in fome manner 
‘or other, that it may not be: mentioned © 
‘¢ without thefe walls, that there could — 
‘cexift a Fellow of this Soeiety capable 
‘© of making within them a motion the 
‘* moft prepofterous and. irrational pers 
* haps, that ever appeared in any aflem- 
‘bly; and that it may not ftalk forth 
oe Lb 2 ‘¢ ap- 
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‘approved, to the everlafting ditho- 
“nour of this once philofophic body, 
‘with fuch itnking features of ab- 
‘* durdity’. | 


After Mr. Glenie had {poken, Mr. 
Maty once more attempted to gain a 
hearing of the ipecific charges againft 
the Prefident, by appealing to the nu- 
merous members of both houfes of 
parliament, who were prefent; afk- 
ing them, whether, if a general vote 
of approbation of a miniiter’s conduct 
had been moved for in either of the 
houties, it would not have been regular 
in any member to have adduced any 
particular inftances, which he might. 
think could not be approved. To this 
no anfwer was made, nor were two 
excellent {peeches from Sir Henry Engle- 
field and Mr. Watfon, the purport of 
which was to defite, that before the 
previous queftion was put, the. main 
gueftion thould be farther invedtigated, 
more fuccefsful. About eleven the pre- 

vious 
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vious queftion was put, when the num- 
bers were for it sg, againtt it 106, the 
Prefident’s vote included. The main 
queftion was then put, and the num- 
bers were againft it 42, for it 119— 
the Prefident’s own vote, in his own 
caufe, again included. | 


The language of the Prefident’s friends, 
after this defeat of their antagonifts, 
was not that of conquerors. It was 
moderate, Bad humble; as if the ex- 
ultation which naturally follows fuc- 
cefs, were reftrained, in this inftance, 
by a fenfe of the difhonourable means 
by which the victory had been at- 
tained; and perhaps by a prefagience, 
_ that an oppofition to meafures of Ca- 
price, Folly and Injuftice ; an. oppo~ 
fition which in its very infancy em- 
braced fo large a part of the true ef- 
fective members of the Society, how-~ 
ever it may be overpowered in the be- 
ginning upon particular queftions, mutt 

hs 
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wy the end prevail. It was faid, that 
the Prefident bore no refentment to the. 
Gentlemen, who had been the moft active 
to impeach his condué, That he de= 
fired nothing fo much as, the general 
reftoration of harmony and good: humour 
in the Society; .that he would even 
condefcend to take hints for his future 
conduét, from the complaints -which 
had been made; that if he had inter= 
fered in the election of candidates, it 
had been from, a defire of excluding 
improper perfons.—-Perhaps he had been - 
mifinformed in particular inftances—He 
would certainly be more cautious for 
the future: that his council would 
be formed hereafter upon a new 
plan; fo as to be, what the Coun- 
cil formerly had been, not a meer lift 
of honourable names, but a Committee 
of Men of Letters: that his deportment 
to the Officers of the Society would be 
-more liberal, and his treatment of the 
fervants more mild and juft, 
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It was thought expedient to try the 
fincerity of thefe fair profeffions; and 
the cafe of Dr. Hutton feemed to offer 
a very fair experiment. . Dr. Hutton, by 
the vote of the Society, December 18th, 
having been abfolved of the negligence 
which had been imputed to him ; juftice 
plainly required that he fhould be.rein- 
{tated in the office, from which a vote 
of Council, founded on a prefumption of 
his delinquency, had, in effet, removed 
him. It was refolved to make the ex- 
periment, whether the Prefident would 
be inclined to this act of Juftice. And 
for this purpofe it was agreed, that 
Mr. Baron Maferes, on the 29th of Ja- 
nuary, fhould give notice of his inten- 
tion to make a motion upon this fubje@ 
on the 12th of February. What pafled 
in the Society on January 2gth, the 
evening when the notification was to be 
made, gave indeed but little hope of 
the fuccefs of the intended experiment, 
- The Society was kept in debate for 
three 
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three hours by the Prefident’s friends, 
upon a motion to which they confefied 
they had nothing to object, but ‘¢* that it 
« was a Motion: That all Motions fhould 
«* be difcouraged; that the Society thould, 
“upon no occafion, be indulged in the 
«* liberty of recommending any meafure to 
«¢ their Prefident and Council.” * Never- 
thelefs, at the end of this fingular de- 
“bate, Mr. Baron Maferes rofe to give 
his intended notice. He was ftopped 
by the Prefident, who told him. that 
by a ftatute which had that day pafied 
in Council, every motion to be made 
hereafter muft be given in to the Se- 


* The motion which drew from the Prefident’s party 
.an avowal of thefe ariftocratic principles, was propof- 
‘ed by Sir Henry Englefield; and it was to this effeét. 
$8 Refolved, That it be recommended by the Society to 
-** their Prefident and Council, to publith the names 
‘© of the perfons to whom they fhall in future adjudge 
** Sir Godfrey Copley’s medal, and to declare the fab- 
-** je&t of the paper on which that honour thall be con- 
** ferred in the volume of the Tranfactions next follow- 
“* ing every fuch adjudication.” ‘The motion was at 
Jatt carried by so againft 24, , ; 
ma cr Clary 
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cretary, in ‘writing, figned by fix or 
more members. Mr. Baron Matferes 
faid, that he already had his motion in 
writing, and would prefently get it figned. 
But the whole company called loudly 
for the Statute. The Statute was read 
as follows: 


«That the Meetings of the So- 
“ciety may not be wafted by unpro- 
*¢ fitable debates, contrary to the intent 
*‘and meaning of the fifth fection of 
‘‘ this chapter, it is conftituted, efta- 
** blifhed, and ordained, that every mo- 
‘¢ tion or queftion, propofed to be bal- 
“‘lotted for by the Society,’ fhall be 
‘* fairly tranfcribed on paper, and being 
** figned by fix or more Fellows of the 
‘* Society, it fhall be by them delivered 
“to one of the Secretaries at a Meeting 
‘‘of the Society; and fhall thereupon 
*« be read immediately after the declara- 
‘¢ tion of the Prefents on the table; and 
‘after being marked by the Secretary 
‘with the date of the day when deli- 

M “<< vered, 
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‘* vered, it fhall be fixed up in the come 
‘“ mon meeting-room of the Society at 
‘‘the next ordinary meeting; and on. 
‘‘ the meeting next following the fame, 
‘‘it fhall be put to the Ballot, unlefs 
‘‘ thofe who have figned it agree to 
<¢ withdraw it. 


‘¢ But nothing contained in this Sta- 
“tute is to be conftrued to extend to 
<< matters relatiye -to...clectiens,..or the 
ordinary bufinefs of the Society.” | 
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Mr. Maferes’s motion. was then fub-. 
{cribed by twelve gentlemen, and deli-. 
vered to. the Secretary. It was..con- 
ceived in thefe terms : : 


«That as it appears to be the fenfe 
«of the Society that Dr. Hutton, by 
‘«‘ his written Defence, and by what-has 
“‘ been faid in fupport of it, has en-: 
‘* tirely refuted all the infinuations that 
“‘ had been thrown out, concerning his 
«‘ neglect of the duties of his. office of 


“* Secre- 
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*© Secretary for the foreign correfpon- 
«dence, it be recommended by the 
“¢ Society to their Prefident and Coun- 
«‘cil, to refcind the order lately made 
“for preventing perfons, refiding out 
“* of London, from holding the faid 
“© office, and to requeft Dr. Hutton to 
*©refimeit.”* 


The twelve fubfcribers were thefe, 
Francis Maferes. Nevil Matkelyne. 
Samuel Horfley. Edward Poore. 
William Brown. James Horsfall. 
George Shuckburgh. Tfaac Goffet. 
John Hyacinth de Magellan. William 
james. John Wilfon. T nore Brand 
Hollis. 


After the meeting of the sth, a card 
was fent round to all the members of 
the Society, requefting them, in the Pre- 
fident’s name, to attend on the 12th, 
in the fame terms which had been uted 
on the former occafion*. 


* See page 22. 
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On the 12th, the Prefident took the 
chair at the ufual hour; the aflembly. far 
lefs numerous than onthe, 8th of Janu- 
ary. After the minutes were read, and 
the bufinels, of form was difpatched, Mr. 
Baron Materes rofe ;.and in-a fhort {fpeech 
fhewed the clofe connection between the 
vote of the Society on Dec. 18th, and the 
queftion which he now propofed. “ That 
‘© it was {fo plainly a matter of honour and 
<* juftice, that the affront which had been 
‘© put upon Dr. Hutton, fhould be done 
<* away in the manner which this motion - 
*< recommended; that he had expected, that 
‘¢ the Prefident and Council would do it 
‘of their ownaccord, But as they had 
“ not done it, nor given any reafon to 
“«¢ think that they intended it, it was high 
‘time that the Society fhould remind 
‘them of it, The fame principle of 
‘< juftice, which made this reparation ne- 
** ceflary on the part of the Prefident and 
-*€ Council, who had given the unmerit- 
‘© ed affront, made the interference ne- 


 ceffary 
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‘< ceflary on the part of the Society, who 
‘* had pronounced Dr. Hutton innocent.” 
Mr. Maferes fat down, and Dr. Horfley 
on the fame fide, and Dr. Watfon, one of 
the Vice-Prefidents, on the contrary, _ 
both in the fame inflant. 


sats Honiley. a ees I ja ees that in all 
‘© Societies, in which the order of debate 
** is underitood, the mover and the fe- 
‘* conder of a queftion are always heard, 
‘* before any thing is faid in reply. I rife 
** to fecond the motion made by my learn- 
ed and re(ped table friend on my right 
‘¢ hand ; ; I take it for granted, therefore, 
*¢ I thall be heard without interruption 
‘© from the other fide. rr 


‘© Sir, the connexion between the 
‘© prefent -motion, and “a; lite vote 
* of the Society which juftifled Dr. 
‘¢ Hutton, were it not fufficiently ap- 
** parent of itfelf, has been fo ably fet 
** forth by my learned friend, that I thall 
s* have no occafion to nee long upon 
Wine “wOcieiy ss ~panence,.. bndecd. “1 

«© fhould 


‘‘fhould think it unneceffary to fay a 
«¢ word upon the fubje@t, were it not that 
<¢ Dr. Hutton’s friends, in every ftage of 
¢ this bufinefs, have laboured under a 
«* very particular difadvantage: no fair 
‘© and open accufation has been fet up, 
«© to which we might once for all reply. 
“Dr. Hutton has been accufed in whif- 
‘¢ pers, Sir, which could be traced to no 
‘* certain origin, nor tied down to any very 
«* precife meaning. When one of thefe 
«© has been anfwered, another has been 
« fent abroad. Such whifpers, Sir, are 
“now afloat. Many gentlemen here 
‘may have caught one or another of 
‘“them. And if they are not replied to, 
they may perhaps influence the ballot, 
“|more than any thing that may, be 
«« openly alleged. “ih 
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‘The firt whifper, Sir, that caught 
“‘my ear, was the whifper about Mr. 
«* Bonnet’s complaint, that he had not been 
‘thanked enough for his prefent. To 
«this I had the honour to reply before 

CE a 
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“ a very numerous affembly, on the 8th 
‘of January. But Ihave lately caught 
«<< another whifper upon the fame ftory. 
“‘ Ttis fet about, that my reply, however 
‘“ plaufible, was unfair ‘and imperfect. 
‘© That I kept back a very material part of 
‘* the ftory, and brought forward only fo 
“much of it, as my apology would fuit: 
‘Truly, Sir, thofe who propagate this re- 
‘* port, give me'the credit of abilities as 
«¢ an advocate, which I am not confcious 
“‘that-I poffefs. A’ client whofe cafe 
«< would. not. fpeak for itfelf, when: his 
‘* {tory fhould. be fairly told, wouldibe 
“likely to receive little benefit from 
‘any eloquence of mine; my only ta- 
‘olent (if I have any) as a pleader, is 
‘“‘ that of being able to tell a fa&, -inalt 
‘its circumftances, with -perfpicuity. 
«« What was this important part of the 
«© Bonnet bufinefs, which I concealed? It 
«© feems'I mentioned only Mr. Bonnet’s 
** prefent of his book: but his prefent was 
“accompanied with a letter. For the 

MO LOK ‘< prefent, 
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prefent, at is confefled, he had the pto- 


‘per thanks, according to the rules of 
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the Society. But the letter required 
an anfwer, and there is no printed form 
of anfwer to a letter... There can 
be none: for every letter muft be 
anfwered according to its particular 
contents, I confefs that according to 
this ftate of the cafe, my former apo- 
logy for Dr. Hutton was infufficient. 
What new one fhall Inow fet up? thall 
I deny that the pretended letter ever 
exifted? I will not deny it. I will 
not found the defence of Dr. Hutton’s 
character upon a falfhoods> Shall I 
fay, that the purport of the letter was 
merely to announce the prefent; fo 
that the formal thanks for the prefent 
made the proper an{wer to the letter? 
This may have been the cafe ¢ but I 
will not take upon me to fay politive- 
ly this was the cafe; for the contents 
of the letter are'to me unknown. I 
mutt admit, that, for aught I know to 

* the 
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the contrary, the’contents of the lettet 
were fpecial and important, fuch as 
to require a fpeedy and particular an- 
fwer. Shall I fay, that the letter has 
had that anfwer? »No, Sir; I fay no 
fuch thing. I believe in my con- 


f{cience, that the letter has had no an-— 


{wer atall. Now, let me fee—I have 


granted that a letter came many months 


fince from a learned foreigner—full of 
very important matter—which requir- 
ed an immediate fpecial anfwer—which 
to this hour is unanfwered——Why 
truly, Sir, the blame of a great neglect, 
or of fome worfe crime, mutt reft fome+ 
where.. But where does this blame 
reft? Sir, reft where it may, it, refts 
not upon Dr. Hutton. The fact is 
this; the prefent and the letter came 
together during the recefs of the Socie* 
ty. The prefent remained in the houfe; 
and was vifible: but the letter, I know 
not by whom, nor from what motive, 
the letter was carried away, and to 

N $e Hlits 
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‘‘ this hour Dr. Hutton has never: feen 

‘© it. He knows of the exiftence of this 

‘* Jetter, no otherwife than he knows the 
* exiftence of any manufcript in the Va- 

“< tican; - by the’ teftimony c of other: per- 

*€ fons.” Dr. Horfley proceeded to dif- 

‘cufs anlauee whifper, which pretended 
to’ account for all that'had lately hap- 

pened in the Society, by an imaginary 

difagreement between the Prefident and 
Dr. Hutton.——The “difasreement “was 

fuppofed to have arifen’on Dr. Hutton’s 
lide; in-confequence of a differvice which 

the Prefident had done him with the Board 
of Longitude. It was fuppofed, that Dr. 
Hutton’s refentment~had carried him’ to 
treat the Prefident’ with fach open’ difre- 
fpe@t, as might juftify the Prefident’s in- — 

tention’ of difmiffing Dr. Hutton’ from his 

office. ‘Dr. Horfley thewed, that this: wHole 
ftory was falfe ‘in’ every’ cireumfatice. 
The Prefident had‘done Dr. Hatton'no 

differvice with the Board ‘of ‘Longitude. 
Tae - atcemyst to do gs differvice Came 
7 from 
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from another quarter. The Prefident re- 
lifted it warmly, and generoufly efpoufing 
Dr. Hutton’s intereft, rendered him an 
effential fervice, of which Dr. Hutton 
always {peaks in.terms of gratitude... The 
caufe therefore afligned for the pretended 
difagreement between the Prefident and 
Dr. Hutton being a falfhood, the fup- 
pofed. refentment and the difrefpedct,. on 
Dr. Hutton’s fide, muit be as much a 
dream as the differvice on the Prefident’s. 
The ilb treatment- of Dr. Hutton had 
been unprovoked... Dr. Horfley went. 
on, “* I shave: anfwered the maine? 
‘‘;which I. have: met with abroad: 
“ muft now take notice of fomething - 
‘* a more ferious nature, which is circus 
‘* lated within thefe walls. It is afked, 
«« why was the, Prefident’s very fair pro- 
«« pofal of appointing a, committee, to 
‘* examine.into.the merits of Dr. Hut- 
‘* ton’s fervices,. why was fo fair.a pro- 
‘< pofal rejected by Dr. Idutton’s friends ? 
«Sir, it was:not. rejected. by Dr. Hut- 

N 2 *€ ton’s 
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_ton's friends... The propofal was fuf+ 
fered to drop by thofe who made-it; 
when it was perceived that we were 
ready. to meet enquiry. Sir, Twill 


be fo fair as to confefs, that if aregu> 


‘.lar-motion had been made: for the 
appointment of a.committee, I fhould 


have. oppofed its I defired ancenquiry 3 


I follicited an accufation.. But I would 
‘ have oppofed that mode of enquiry. I 
thought the bufinefs was then before 


the proper. committee, the Society at 


large... To vindicate the afperfedicha- 
_racter of one. of, their own meémbers 


ig.at any time an objet of :fuflicient 


importance, to engage the attention of 
the whole-body... fhould therefore: 


have.oppofed the appointment of any 
fmaller conimuttee.’. And: T>wilb:tell 
you why 1 would;have-oppofed) ito» I 
thould have looked upon it asavrvek,.to) 


fend the bulinefs toa packed juryn {A 


great. cry of Order, Order. }.-Sirgdire+ | 


| peat my words-—] {hould have thought 
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thatthe attempt ‘to refer the enquiry 
toa committee, was but a trick, to fend 


the bufinefs to a packed jury.” (Order, 


Order, Shame, Shame.]  ** Let Gen- 
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tlemen hear the reafon of my fufpi- 
cion, and then let them fay, whether 


it» would have been unworthy. Sir, 


the propofal of enquiry by a commit- 
tee, and the refufal, on a former occa- 
fion, to hear the accufed party in his 
own ‘defence, came from the fame 
quarter: and the propofal was” ac- 
companied with a fuggeftion, that 
the Council itfelf might be a proper 


committee for the purpofe. What, 


Sir!) the accufing party proper’ to be 


» the: judges! Had I not ‘reafon ‘to 


fufpect any mode of enquiry recom- 
mended from that quarter, and ac- 
companied with fuch a fuggeftion ?” 


Dr. Horfley © concluded” with faying, 
how much the feelings of his friend ‘Dr. 


[Hutton were hurt, that the Society’s at- 
tention fhould be often called to what 


might feem his perfonal concern. 


De. 
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Dr. Watfon, one of the Vice Prefi- 
dents, then rofe, and prefented a paper, 
which, he faid, was a defence -of the 
proceedings of the Council, which he had 
obtained permiufion.to fubmit, to the So- 
ciety, /alvo jure of .the. Prefident and 
Council. . This defence accordingly: was 
read. After defining the office of Foreign 
Secretary, making mention of Dr. Hut- 
ton’s appointment, &c. &c. the defence 
ftates, that the Council, very anxious to 
have the foreign correfpondence properly 
kept up, had found upon inquiry that 
it had not been fo ; that it appeared that 
five letters, viz. twe from America, one 
froma Mr, Gual,. one from Mr. Bonnet, 
and, one from the Imperial Aca- 
demy at Manheim, had not been an= 
fwered ; that it further appeared, ‘that 
thanks: had been returned, in. one day, 
for fifteen prefents, received ‘in the 
courfe of. fix. months..,,In. confequence 
of all this the Council-had thought: pro* 
per to ‘make the order fo much» coms 
plained of. 
De... 
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‘Dr. Mafkelyne rofe and faid, “That 
«© he did not recollect that the charges, 
** fpecified in this paper, had ever been 
““made;-but that even if they had been 
- made, ‘time had been refufed for Dr: 
“‘ Flutton to come and anfwer them, 
“which the Aftronomer conceived’ he 
¥ would very well have done.” 


| The Sgeiety, anlind loudly for, Dr. Bae 
ton’s, defence, which. was read; after 
which Mr. Maty {poke wearly.as follows*. 


ee I tife, Sir, with great diffidence : 
63 ‘Gentlemen have a right to Taugh, ‘but, 
“Sir, T really rife with very great diffi- 
a dence, from the fenfe of having feveral 
ce Prejudices to do. away in the minds of. 
opie Society. It has been faid, “Sir, | 
° that I have been uncommonly warm 
* throughout, the whole of this “aff 


°® MrOMaty has taken! the zo- vnifual Mberty’ of 
throwing: his argument into.a ftronger form than he ori~ 
ginally. gave it. This it is hoped. will | not be’ thought 


improper by the public. 
166 Sir, 
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*« Sir, as far as that warmth is conftitu- 
«‘ tional, as far as it only affects myéelf, 
«‘ and prevents my being heard. as I 
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might otherwife hope to be, ] am more 
the object of pity than of blame, If I 
*« have been too warm in this manner, | 
am forry for.it; Ibeg the Society’s 
‘** pardon : I will be warm in this manner 
‘tno maore. but, Sir, there is another kind 
«of warmth which I cannot fo readily 
apologize for, and that is the warmth 
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charged upon me as an officer of this 
Society. It has been faid, that it is in- 
decent and 1 im proper for any perfon fit- 
ing in this chair to take an active part 
in the difputes of this Society, parti- 
cularly when the condué of another 
officer of the Society is the fubject of 
‘© difcuffion. Sir,’ ’'—(Called to order by 
Mr. Anguifh, who faid, there was a 
gueftion before the Society, and that 
the Gentleman confumed the time. in 
fpeaking about himfelf.) Mr. Maty went 
on: ‘ Sir,—though I conceive myfelf 
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* perfealy i in order in endeavouring: to 
‘¢ do away impreflions which may pre- 
“vent what I have to: fay. from being 
é ‘favourably heard; the deference which [ 
« fhallever have,to what appears to be the 
“ with of the Society, induces me to fay 
“19 more of my own motives of | action at 
| Aareten ts “Tie rime may come for ek 
cK plaining phen 2 when “it ‘does, ‘T trot 
“ they will appear ‘pure. <J will at pre- 
fent confine myfelf to the queftion, 


aide At lenoth then, ‘Sir, we have heard 
«‘ the ‘great agpregate of the charges 
© apainit Dr. Hutton ; thofe heinous 
$3 charges which were fo complicated and 
‘fo numerous, that they could’ not be 
$ recollected, of put into any order, fo as 
s¢i.to! avert the. indignation of a Society, 
“who has: voted by 49 to 15 that there © 
‘was not a thadow of criminality i in the” 
i; Door : condua. Sir, before T pro=" 
se ceed + tu. ‘examine the charges them-" 
ce felbes, “sivé the leave to exprefs to the ’ 


“« Society fome aftonifhment at the confi~ 
O <¢ dence 


«“ 


ca 4 
dence repofed in you this very morning, 
after all that has paffed, by a Coun- 
cil who have allowed you to bring for- 
ward, as a defence of their predeceffors 
in office, a memorial, which neither 
they nor their. predeceffors have ever 
read, or ever heard read. What, Sir! will 


« the gentlemen who were fo loud “jut 


&¢ 
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ce 


now upon my learned friend’s ufing 


‘<a verbum ardens (which, if equitably in- 


terpreted, could only, mean, that if you 


<< named a Committee, | that ‘Committee 
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CE 


would incline to wifh you very well), 
what muit thefe gentlemen fay, and 
what muft they think, upon being told 


that the Council has been induced to 
: lay before. the Society, with great { fo~ 


lemnity, and Salvo jure, a defence of 
which they themfelves have never heard 
one, word? Sir, I will tell you ' what 
the Society muft think ; ; ‘the moft par- 
tial friend you have here, if with his 


‘¢ partiality for you he. maintains any care 


é¢ 


66 


for the learned. body to which he be- 
longs, muft think that it is time te 
‘* Jook 
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“look very ferioufly to the formation 
ee of our Councils; time to compel our 
co Prefid ent to produce a honfe lift {e- 
<A vyeral weeks before the election; time 
‘6.to eradicate from his mind, and from 
« the minds of all who are fent to Coun- 
« cil, that decency requires and cuftom 
ec warrants him to be the fole perfon 
<* to -propote, and that they are only 
“there to hear and. approve; whereas 
« the prefidency i is a prefidency of bare 
« order, like that of the Speaker of the 
a Houfe of Commons, and in Council 
: « the Prefident ought not to lead more 
aa than any other perfon. But, Sir, why 
a do I infift fo much upon the incon- 
os fiftency of the Body’s producing a 
“ defence which they have never heard? 
sie Why, Sir, becaufe that inconfiftency 
— has produced another, ‘which, “with 
“ all ‘the refpeat for what you deign to 
a ‘bring forward in Council, never could 
: < have taken place if this” wonderful 
By compolition had been read: tous in 


NOR | sf +! Sir, 
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‘¢ Sir, three charges are produced; all 
‘©of which had not only been an- 
‘¢ fwered in the face of the Society, but 
«Mr. Planta had acknowleged the 
 & anfwer to two.of them to bea fufhi- 
“€cient one, and has not denied the 
‘‘third; I. mean, ) Sir, the letters: ito 

<< America, and the letter to Mr. Gual. 

<¢'To what purpofe, then, are they put 

© in again? is it from heedlefinefs ? Can 
<¢ it be under the idea that no member of 

«¢ the Society will recollect that they have 

‘*-been:anfwered, nor the adverfary hit 
‘* fo confpicuous a blot?» Warm “and 

‘* heedlefs as I am, Sir, I cannot let it 

espalsibyad d will fay ‘more,’ Sir: Ido 

‘* not. know. whofe compofition this is ; 
«¢ butif I could fufpect it were fanétioned 

«by the Prefident of the Royal’Society, 

_ « who, for ought I know, may nothave 
‘read it any more than the Council; ‘I 
*<'would not give him my vote atthe next 
‘* election ; not for any want of equity ; 
for diam very’ willing to allow all that 
‘has pafied to have arifen from impe- 
3 ** tuous 


if foay. ] 
«© tuous hafte, which unfortunately now 
«© {corns to retract ; but for having given 
‘¢ proofs in the management of ‘this 
«¢ whole affair, that he wants the great 
‘powers of mind requifite to manage 
‘¢ creat affairs, and is therefore unfit for 
«the Councils of the Royal Society. 
¢©’Thus much, then, Sir, for three’ of 
«theletters: with refpect to the fourth, 
«« Mr. Bonnet’s, my learned friend has 
«¢ faid fo much, that I will only add one 
“word more. I think, Sir, with Dr. 
‘‘ Horfley, that the laconicifm  pre- 
<< (cribed to us by our anceftors becomes 
*©us; I think that Mr. Bonnet, efpeci~ 
‘ally confidering that his book ‘was 
<* partly controverfial, and that he is very 
‘s-fevere upon the Linnean underftrap- 
‘¢ ners in feveral parts of it, has been praifed 
‘enough; but whether he was or was not, 
‘* theblame of not praifiig him more does 
fe notclye: ony Drv Huttong if6rpiinm the 
‘* firtt place, ve had not your orders°for 
‘< it, without which the ftatute:forbad his 
acting; nor could: he have them, as‘be- 
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‘¢ ing engaged in an unfortunate review : 
«< (I muft take fhame to myfelf) I took 
‘«¢ away the letter, and kept it for fome 
«months. Now, Sir, for the fifth let- 
*‘ ter; it appears, by a note upon it, J 
** Deheve in your own hand-writing, [ Pre- | 
jfident.. In my hand-writing, Sir, but. that 
is two years ago]: ‘‘ no matter how long; 
‘* jtappears, Lfay, thatit was kept till fome- 
** body fhould be found to undertake the 
‘* meteorogical corre{pondence propofed 
*¢ in it. That perfon is not found yet: but 
© kept or not, Dr. Hutton never faw it ; 
«*indeed, 1t was not even mentioned to 
“6 either .of the Councils, nor do I. be- 
«lieve, though this I cannot affirm, that 
.¢6itowas in the book. when Dr. Hatton, 
who.was.difmified the, 18th of No- 
- €* vember, called at the houfe the, ath 
«© of October, to fee. what bufinefs there 
« was, for him. Thus much then for 
ff the, heavy part. of the charge,. the five 
“letters. 1, come now to the 15 pre- 
«<fents (thefe appeared to me to be. eight 
“(when J. looked into. the book. this 
= morning, 
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‘morning, but I will allow them to be 
© 7) acknowledged in one day. Here, 
«Sir, T allow myfelf at a lofs fora de- 
“Tener. EF muft leave it toDr. Hutton, or 
“© valeant quantum valére poffunt. 1 would 
‘«« however appeal to the gentlemen bred 
“in our univerfitiés, to’ the ‘gentlemen 
«of the army, to the gentlemen ufed to 
* ‘the difcipline of ary liberal fociety under 
© the fun, and afk them how much they 
“* ought to avail. Sir, their anfwer will be, 
*¢ that. fappofing the whole true, it ‘is 
‘not a charge for which a good-natured 
“ man would raife his voice to his black 
~* fervant; much lef what fhould caife 
“the affociates of one'of the firft ma- 
«© thematicians in Europe to difmifs him 
“6 “ unheard | from the hard earnings, 
« which, ‘for ought the contriver’ ‘of the 
) «“e “wrongs, ‘whoever he may be,’ might 
~ € Know, he might want to fapport his 
oe family. “The Society | however, ' Sir, 

< will judge as they pleafe; for myfelf, 
| « ‘ though T will blame no fingle*man, 

3 though Tam ready” to allow it’ was an 
: 2 “Sgt 
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‘* act of hafte, I cannot bring myfelf to 
<< give foft names to harfla actions: I 
*¢ have always confidered the Dodétor’s 
‘¢ difmiffion as illiberal and unjuft; as 
‘‘ fuch I fhall always confider it; and 
** the only way in) my mind to do away 
‘the difgrace is to reftore him. This 
“‘the Society is now called upon to 
«© recommend, and I hope they will join 
‘¢ heartily and unanimoufly in it.” 


Dr. Hutton being called upon, rofe 
and faid a few words, the purport of 
which was to confirm what had been faid 
by Mr. Maty in relation to Mr. Bon- 
net’s letter, and that from the Academy 
of Manheim. He declared himfelf quite 
uncon{cious of any act, which could be 
deemed a negligence by reafonable and 
equitable judges, and infifted with great 
earneftnefs ‘on the illiberal injuftice of 
refufing to let him know his crime be- 
fore he was ignominioufly and . di dioufly 
difmiffed, 


satire 
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He was afked about the fifteen prefents; 
received in the courfe of feveral months; 
and, acknowledged in one day... He-faid, 
<< that he had givena regular attendance 
** at the Society onee in every fortnight, 
‘for the purpofe of confulting the mi- 
“* nutes, to fee what prefents came to 
‘hand... If in theinterval. of any two 
‘* of his {tated attendances, an entry had 
«« been made at once of fifteen prefents 
<* received in a long courfe of time, the 
““.confequence.would.be, that. the fifteen 
<< letters of thanks would be all difpatch- 
‘‘ ed the fame day... He always made the 
«« acknowledgements.as foon as he ,had- 
‘< information of the receipt.” 3 

"The elon ctant cheer sete role. 
The hour being late, he found him- 
felf in, danger. of being | overpowered 
by a loud cry for the gueftiony’ ‘This i in 
two. refpects would have been | detri- 
mental to the. caule, which he ane 
proper to efpoufe. For befides that the 
caufe would have loft the afliftance of 
| re fo 


| 


[ 106 | 


fo able an advocate; time would not 
have been given for members of parliament 
to come down, to affift in the bufinefs 
of the Society, after the weightier delibe- 
rations of the Houfe of Commons were 
clofed. This blow, which might have 
been fatal, Mr. Anguifh parried with 
the dexterity of a mafter. He affected 
to be indifferent whether he was heard 
or no. He faid, “ That the hour 
‘« indeed was late; that the Society was 
“‘ certainly very well prepared for de- 
“ ciding ; and that what he had to fay 
‘« might be omitted ; but that, however, 
eae %ib had a few words to fay, with 
se the permiflion of the Society , he 
“s would go on.’ (Hear him, hear him, 
from. both. fides. ] “He then declared 
ee « himfelf an independant man, of no 
- party,. who had come to ‘the ‘Society 
z on the former nights of. debate quite 
a unprejudiced, ‘and would. give | an ac- 
“ count of what his fen{ations had been 
«¢ on the whole affair. The firtt night a 
«vote of thanks had been afked for Dr. 

<< Hutton; 
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«¢ Hutton; it was uncuftomary, but the 
«* Society fuffered it to pafs. The fe- 
«cond night a defence of the Doctor 
‘¢had been produced, and it had been 
* moved, that ifhe had been criminated 
<< in any one’s opinion, that crimination 
*€ was done away: this too the Society 
«* had been induced to pafs, from a dé- 
‘© fire of peace; but in the courfe of that 
“ night’s debate, an alarming circum- 
“ ftance had come out; for what had ap- 
‘¢ peared a fingle meafure, was announ- 
‘ced as part of a regular plan of at- 
* tack on the Prefident, and the Society 
‘«¢'was threatened to be kept in debate 
‘the whole winter: this had alarmed 
the Society, it had alarmed the Ac- 
«© countant-General ; oppofite meafures 
‘in confequence had been determined 
«on; and on the 8th of January: a vote 
&© of approbation and fupport of the Pre- 
€ Gdent had been moved for. This vote 
ale Ss Horfley had oppofed, and in fo do- 
ee ing had brought forward his charges ; 

2 : “he 
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‘he had begun with the’ ftrongeft: of 
‘*them; he was wifé in fo doing);*he 
«¢ would have been unwife if he had done 
<* otherwife ; it had happened, however, 
that this ftrong charge confifting: of 
‘*¢ an accufation of the: Prefident: forin+ 
‘* terfering improperly in eight elections ; 
and the Dodtor having confumed ‘an 
‘hour *in {peaking to the firft of them, 
*‘the Society had refufed to hear any 
‘“ more: in this the Society had acted 
‘‘ perfeGly right ;/1t .was not fair to.at- 
tack the Prefident upon a fubje@, on 
“which it might not be prudent, it 
‘might not even be fafe for him to de- 
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‘fend himfelf;\ the fubje@ of the: cha- 
«“ ratter of the perfons whofe admiffion 


She might have oppofed; and befides, 
‘‘ the argument ufed by the learned gen- 


6 


” 


tleman was not only unfair, bataitwas 


<“inconclufive; it was not fafficieat: to 
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* The Doctor was to minutes in fpeaking:about Mr. 
Clarke, as may. be eafily eftimated. by any one who 


gonfults the fpeech. 
«€ be 


ee 


i Bee 


beia Mathematician, to be a Fellow 


‘of that Society ; there were other quali- 
-thes requifite, focial qualities, the want 
‘of which might make a man. unfit, 
showever competent he might be in 


learning. Be all this, however, as, it 
might, the event of the debate of the 
8th of January had been adverfe to 
the oppofite party; and a very large 
majority of the Society had declared 
themfelves in favour of the Prefident - 
furely after this it was. to be expected 
that the Society would: have . been 
fuffered to remain at peace; furely 


‘there was fomething due from men of 
‘ focial difpafitions to the fenfe of the 


majority of the body, with whom they 


»were aflociated.. Gentlemen, however; 


had not thought fo; avery extraordinary 
propofition had been brought forward 
thatonight, and. fupported with un- 
common contention; not only fo, but a 


“moft extraordinary ex preflion had: fal- 


“len from a gentleman; the Account- 


“¢ ants 
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‘¢ ant-General was quite aftonifhed to 
‘¢ hear it come from that reverend mouth: 
«a reverend gentleman had exprefled an 
-* apprehenfion, that if a Committee had 
** been appointed to enquire into Dr. Hut- 
*© ton’s conduct in his office, it would have 
** turned out a packed jury. “Good God, 
‘¢ Sir! Did the reverend member confider, 
«« that the Committee muft have confift- 
‘© ed wholly of members of the Royal 
“ Society? Coulda packed j jury be es 
«* ed of members of the Royal Society ? 

‘* But what was the thing now demanded? 
“ Why that the body at large = 
‘s interfere in a matter with . which 

‘had nothing at alltodo. Did two : 
* the gentlemen -F, who had prefied this, 
“ * recollea the oath ECA had taken @ at t their 


ahh Certainly not, if by a packed jury he Bed Fary 
of {coundrels: butif the words were only ofed to fignify 
a Committee too. apt.to be.mifled by an, implicit truft 
in the Prefident, fach.a Committee might eafily be found, 
in the Society... Tbe prefent Council.is:a landing. Com- 
mittee of that defcription. 

ve Dr. Mafkelyne and Mr. Maty. 


ad 
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«© admiffion into the Council, the oath to 
«* a& faithfully and honeftly in all things 
“© committed to their truft? Had they 
me kept this oath ? the Accountant knew 
« that they had, whilft he was in Coun- 
‘< cil with them, and he doubted not 
‘they had done fo fince. Did they 
‘¢ imagine then, other members of Coun- 
‘<* cil were lefs confcientious. than them- 
- felves? and if they were, did the gentle- 
“© men conceive that what had been 
“‘ taken up upon good ground and ma- 
«ture deliberation, would be fo eafily 
“‘ relinquifhed ? + Certainly it would 
‘“not. If the Society was to be unani- 
‘mous, (the Speaker himfelf exempted, 
“for he certainly fhould not concur) in 
“* voting for Dr. Hutton’s reftoration, the 
“* Council would be right in not attend- 
“tending to their requifition. To,the 


+ All this would have been very good reafoning if 
therehad been either good ground or mature deliberation, 
but the fat has been fhewn to have’ been otherwife. 


‘* Coun- 
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** Council’s difpofition, + Mr. Keck had 
«* bequeathed his money; they were.the 
“¢ elected governors of the Society; they 
«had named Dr. Hutton to an office the 
_* Society did not even know. any thing 
“¢ of; they had removed him ; i and from 
5 them there neither was, nor could be, 
« any appeal 5 to attempt it was.a de- 
“* mocratic infringement on the principles 
‘* of the conftitution, | Here a loud laugh, 
and fome hiffing]; * it was very like 
‘‘ what was pafling in another «place ; 
‘but if there could be an appeal, if the 
3 * Society had the power that was claim- 
-€ ed for them, it was ealy to be feen on 
a what fide it would be exerted +; for 
“the Fellows of the Royal | Society, 
gh though not perhaps” al] Mathematicians 
or Tere to. particular ftudies, were 
all very fenfible ‘men. And now ha+ 


+ This is a grofs mifreprefentation. of the fa&. Mr. 
Keck’s bequeti is to. the Prefident, Council anp Fex- 
‘Lows of the Royal Society ; and by the etter of, the 
will, the appointment to the office, confitated by the 

legacy; is\in the body at large. 
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- & ying faid this much upon the general 
©* queftion, the Accountant-General was 
«© really unwilling to obferve upon the de- 
*¢ fence which had been brought forwards 
«‘ perhaps it might be unneceflary ; per- 
« haps the gentleman who had made the 
“* motion might be willing to withdraw 
eit; he would afk him if he was.” 


Mr. Baron Maferes. ** Sir, my motion 
¢ having been figned by eleven other 
** refpectable members of this Society, I 
& do not conceive myfelf ‘at liberty to 
*¢ withdraw it without their concurrence 5 
“but if I was, I do not feel myfelf in 
*¢ the leaft inclined to do fo; for after 
** attending to all that has been faid, I 
** am thoroughly fatisfied that no charge 
“‘ whatever lies againft my friend Dr. 
ee Fitton... 


Mr: Anguifh. That being the cafe, 
_ Sir, Iam at liberty to go on with my 
‘** obfervation, and conceive that the de- 


Q “© fence 
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«< fence made is no defence at all PE for 
«s what does it amount to ; Gentlemen 
«© have told you, that they think the 
‘ordinary letter of thanks fufficient; 

‘What, Sir! toa foreign Academy ! Is 
« this civil ? What. will foreigners fay 
‘oO of us? What will they think of the 
: civility of the Royal Society? On the 
‘ other hand, it evidently appears, that 
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‘€ there has been neglect in not acknow- 
‘* ledging prefents : this 1s allowed on all 
‘¢ fides ¥: upon the whole therefore, Sir, 
“ I fhall be againkt the motion.” 


| “Mig. Maty ae to fet Mr. Areaith 
right with. refpect to a date ; repeated 
what he had faid before about the two 
letters; and reminded the Society, that 
the prefents which had accidentally been 
acknowledged fix months after the time 
they fhould have been, were prefents in 
courfe.. * With.regard, to uling or not 


* For the truth of this affertion, fee page 105. 
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‘* ufing the common form of thanks, Mr. 
<< Maty again infiftted on the danger of 
ss being too particular; which he con- 
« firmed by the inftance of a Mr. Heflinot 
“ Accoucheur at Bruffels, who had thought 
‘* proper to prefix the common letter to 
é¢ the fecond edition of his book : a thing 
‘which had given great pain to fome 
‘¢ leading men in the Society (not to the 
“¢ fpeaker himfelf, he confefled) and had 
‘© almoft brought on a deliberation, whe- 
‘ther it might not be proper to apply to 
«¢ the Pope, or the Emperor, or the In- 
‘© quifition, all which might eafily have 
‘¢ been done thro’ the medium of the 
‘Foreign Embafladors, who watch fo 
tenderly and confciéntioufly over the 
** peace of the Society, to punifh fach 
an infalt upon the majefty ob see So- 
és api Wego 


Mr. Poore faid a few words to affert 
his own independance, to’ declare him- 
felf free from any factious views, and- 

Q 2 “wincon- 


unconnected with any party. He-ex- 
prefied great perfonal refpe& for the Pre- 
fident and the members of the prefent 
Council, and an entire approbation of the 
methods in which men of fafhion of the 
Pasta age. Lares their ftudies. | 

Mr. Revit, was followed by. Raward 
3 Watton, Efq; Barrifter at Law, who re- 
plied to Mr. mene in- words to this 
effect... | 


votihy eee Prefident, - | 

) “ It is with very. afont anxiety that I 
“* prefume to. obtrude upon the patience 
‘of gentlemen who are calling for. the: 
* queftion, efpecially at fo late an hour. 
** Yet notwithitanding that, and much as 
‘* T diftruft the force of any thing that has» 
** occurred to.me, during the difcuffions | 
** of this evening, towards producing a 
** change. of, opinion, in any -of . thofe 
«¢ members of the Society who may be 
«* already determined how to ballot: the 

eer * turn 


[ 17 
‘¢ turn which the debate has taken, and 
‘‘the feelings thereby ftirred up in my 
‘¢ breatt, sa i me not to give a Gilesit 
** vote. seas 


«If the Society will have the indul-_ 

«© gence to hear me, I fhall, take the li- 
*‘ berty of adverting to two collateral 
«* queftions, which have been made by 
*« the learned gentleman over againft me, 
« for the fake of putting them entirely 
<< out of the cafe, and of fhortly anfwer- 
‘ing fome of the pofitions laid down 
«« by him, in defcanting upon them, 
_f©which I conceive to be founded in mif- 
‘take, The firft of thefe queftions is, 
«« that the matter under our immediate 
‘© confideration, 1s in facta perfonal at- 
‘© tack upon you, and fo intended by 
‘* the gentlemen who have brought it 
‘‘ forward; and the fecond, that fuch 
affairs as the appointment, controul, 
or difmiffion of the foreign fecretary, 
and the like, are exclufively within the 
#¥ pros 
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* province of the Prefident and Coun- 
“¢ cil, the Society at large having no 
*‘ right to intermeddle with refpect to— 
es ed 


«© After having faid what I think ne- 
ceffary upon thefe topics, 1 thall with 
to fubjoin but a word diretly upon 
“¢ the queftion which 4 is to be put to > the 
‘¢ ballot, | 
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__ ‘© As to the notion, Sir, of this being 
6 only a covert mode of attacking you, 
‘‘and part of a {cheme fyftematically 
#6 planned for that purpofe 5 tt thought 
*¢ fo, I thould highly difapprove 1 the de- 
“‘ fign, and would exert myfelf to. ‘the 
« utmoft in oppofing . its effects ; bat I 
ee would counteract it in fome other way 
«and not by refufing to do juftice,. I 
“have. never been confulted upon the 
~ § fabject by any, perfon, either i 10 favour 
‘‘ of the motion, or in oppofition to it, 
*« My judgement is decided by what I 
| | *« have 
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«* have now heard, in which many cir- 
- cumftances occur abfolutely to refute 
‘‘fuch a fuppofition ; and my learned 
“¢ friend who, as I am told, for I was. 
*< not here, brought : forward the firft of 
«‘ thefe motions, and has taken an active 
ce. part in them all, has rendered i it unne- 
“a ceflary for me to ftate the reafons why 
‘I think fo, by having denied, in the 
*« moft exprefs and unambiguous terms, 
“the exiftence of any defign of that 


*‘ fort, as the firft moving caufe of what 
¢ 


yy 


the Society has already done in vindi- 
‘cation of Dr. Hutton. Nor ought 
«© this miftaken fuggeftion to delay that 
«« compleat redrefs, which the vindication 
«© of the honour of the Society requires 
*‘to be offered to him. At any rate 
«the utmoft that the ingenuity of the 
«learned Gentlemen can now make of 
«this farmife, will only bring the cafe 


A 


*¢ to the fchool point of videtur quod pe» 
“© srobatur quod non. To my view it 


‘© has 


f isee 7} 
‘¢ has not even the flighteft gk of fuch 
#4 an apps 


‘s « With regard to the fecond queftion 
** made by the learned Gentleman I 
‘«hope to thew that he is ftill more 
© palpably miftaken, notwithftanding he 
“© is fupported in it by another learned 
*¢ Gentleman * of the fame high fituation 
‘** with himfelf in an honourable profef- 
** fion, the doétrines of which, I perfuade 
** myfelf, cannot maintain the points 
‘‘infifted upon by them. They have 
se both aflerted, with no fmall degree of 
‘© warmth, that the Society at large can 
** have no right to interfere in this mat- 
‘* ter; becaufe, they fay, we have nothing 
‘« to do with our own eftate or our pe- 
© ceuniary concerns. They feem to me, 
‘both of them, induftrioufly to ufe this 
“« argument fo as to beg the queftion for 
“« the fake of the inference. And they 
‘© muft be well aware, that they could not 
* otherwife employ it with any effect. 


* Mr. Holford. 
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T need not, to refute it, take a wide? 


field, than they have taken; and will 
therefore confine myfelf ftriétly to the 
cafe before'us; which has béen {poken 


-of .as an interference not warranted»by 
our charters; for we have beem told 


that, by. thefe, the general‘ body ‘has 
no authority in pecuniary edncerns, 
and that the fole power over them: is 


veftedin. the. Prefident. and Council. 


Yet the Gentlemen did not chufe to 
reft..on this. ground alone, but referred, 


in fupport of their afiertion, to the will, 


by which-the falary. of the Foreign Se-+ 
cretary was, given, .and to fome.legal 
opinion about, the confirution of that 
wil...Thefe- wete mentioned; :but 
loofely, and, .as- feemed «.to,!.me,» ad 
captandum, merely... lf - any; ..precife 
argument was drawn, from.ecither, my 


dullnefs is, to. blame, .that,.1,,did -not 


commprehend..it ; and; b cannot .anfwer 


what.(no. doubt, the fale isomine) I 
“do, not), underftand.,. If, this. ,refe- 
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‘¢ rence was made for the fake of fhew- 


*« ing that the office of Foreign Secretary. 
«© was fo inftituted, and that the eftate, 
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out of which the falary is paid, 1s fo 
{trictly and exclufively vefted in the 
Prefident and Council, that whatever 
the law may be in other cafes, theic 
conduct is not fubject to the review. or 
controul of their Conftituents in this 
particular cafe, the will, and opinion, 
raifing that diflinction, ought to have 
been produced, read, and inveftigated. - 
This not having been done, no man 


will fuffer his judgement to be, fo 
concluded by them. 1 have never 


feen them; but I dare fay that.if I 


* were to call for them, they would flat- 


ly refute any fuch diftinétion. I 
need not. however waite the time of 
the Society by calling for thena to be 
read, in as much as the common fenfe 


‘of the thing is alone: decifive) againit 


the weight of all that has been urged, 
if they were alluded to merely in aid 
| | < of 
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ee | 
of fach a notion. Let me advert to 
‘© them now, under the fuppofition that 
‘¢ it was intended to apply them to the 
“more general declaration, as inftances 
of our having nothing to do, in a fall 
‘© meeting of the whole body corporate, 
with any part of our eftate, finances, 
‘‘or officers. ‘To this purpofe, I have 
‘© no hefitation to admit, without ex- 
«© amining, that they are literally as ftat- 
‘©ed by the learned Gentlemen; for I 
‘« have no dread of their being received 
as very conclufive evidence, in contra- 
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diction to our charters, our bye-laws, 
and our habitual practice. I will thew, 
before I conclude, that every power 
granted to our Corporation by the 
* Crown, the exercife whereof is not 
exprefsly confined to the Prefident and 
Council alone, belongs to the agegre- 
“© gateobody oof Prefident, Council, and 
© Fellows. And I may add that, with- 
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out ‘the eall of {pectal oceafions, the 
uo Pellowsy: annually and regularly, do 
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exercife a controuling power in money 
matters, by appointing Auditors for 
the Treafurer’s accounts and receiving 
their reports. The fame. controuling 


«* power belongs to them in all extraor- 


¢ 


> “nm 


cé 


dinary cafes like the prefent. 


‘«¢ But the two learned Gentlemen have 
both contended, that without the per- 
miffion of the Prefident and Council, 
we could not entertain the queftion 
now..under confideration. . It .is, true, 
the new ftatute, made the other day, 


proves, that this is not the opinion. of 


the Council. .But. the . two, learned 


- Gentlemen, who have been heretofore 
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Day 
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in Council, go even greater lengths.than 


this ; and aflert with equal eagernefs, 


that es bis Corporate at large has 
no au n0rity, to difcufs or deliberate 
upon any of its affairs. 


‘Sir, at-was well.and truly fatd in this 


‘room, the other evening, by a-Gentle- 


“man 


L t25". J 
“© man of eminence in the literary world, — 
‘¢ that nothing can reftrain us from fuch 
‘* deliberation, that no power upon earth 
** can prevent our debating, when mat- 
“ters occur which in the opinion of any 
<< individual call for it, fhort of: fuch a 
<* power as could prevent our meetings al-_ 
‘together. I will demonftrate this upon 
‘«¢ general principles, and by confidering 
‘‘ the {pecial conftitution of this learned 
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body. In general it is an effential in- 
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herent quality of all corporations, and | 
“of this amongft the reft, to manage 
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their own concerns. ‘The form of our 
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incorporation {hews how this power is 
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to be exercifed by us. And, although 


‘¢ there is a diftinét executive branch, a 
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-fuperintending controul exifts in the 
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general body. ‘This muft be fo in all 
“¢ corporations, conftituted as ours is, un- 
‘* lefs in particulars where it is exprefly 
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negatived andtakenaway. ‘This isthe 
‘cafe. with the Royal Society... The 
‘¢ Prefident/and:Council°are ordained a 
“« Standing 


[i re6é* ] 
<¢ Standing Committee for the arrange- 
‘© ment and management of its affairs ; 
‘¢ but this does not exclude the General 
‘¢ Body Corporate from interfering, when 
“*-fpecial cafes arife that call for inter- 
«ference. It is in eafe, and not in de- 
‘fiance, of the whole body, that:the 
‘©common and ordinary management is 
** lodged in the hands of a delegated few. 
«© This pofition does not reft on argument. 
‘© alone, nor refult merely from analogy 
‘¢to other corporations: if it did, I 
* fhould deem myfelf warranted in af- 
«© fuming it; but the exprefs words of 
*“ your own charter are my authority. 
«© [ thought fo, and therefore ‘turned to 
«them at the table, whilft the Jearned 
«Gentleman on your right handowas 
‘foeaking. The’ claufe, to which Iore~ 
‘fer, grants; that the Prefident, Council, 
*f and Fellows may meet in“any’place 
‘within the Kingdom of England,: for 
“e'the purpofe of making experiments 
“and cultivating “natural knowledge ; 
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** alufg;- negotus ad Socwtem preditiam 
“‘ fpetlantibus, quoties et quatenus opus 
“¢ fyerit. It muft therefore be denied, 
*¢ and denied by fomething more conclu- 
‘* five than mere aflertion, that the fub- 
‘je upon which I am now addref- 
“fing you isa matter pertaining to the 
“¢ Royal Society ; or a doctrine, that we 
*< have nothing to do with it, cannot. be 
“« fuftained.. Indeed the reafons by which 
‘© the two learned Gentlemen themfelves 
«‘ have given colour. to their allegations, 
<¢ were I minutely to diffect them, would 
** fufficiently refute that dodtrine. 


“Another reafon, Sir, why this is not 

“sa matter for the fole and exclufive de- 
‘* termination of the Prefident and Coun- 
** cil, may be collected from hence ;. that 
‘-where an exclufive authority, or any 
‘thing of that fort, is intendéd to be 
‘© grantedin our charters, it is diftincly 
** and unequivocally fo exprefled. Thus, 
“*-forinftance, the power of makiny bye- 
** laws 
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laws and ordinances is vefted in the 
Prefident and Council only by an ex+ 
plicit and diftiné article in the grant. 
And the learned Gentlemen will not, 
as lawyers, deny to me, that, in the 
conftruction of charters, ia sats lo unius 
eft exclufio alterius. 


«¢ Perhaps ina certain fenfe, and to a 
certain. degree, we may even direct, 
we certainly may advife, the Prefident 
and Council what ftatutes to make: 
And I can entertain no doubt, that we 
are ftriétly within our ewn province in 
defiring them to reconfider, or direct- 
ing them. to refcind, their refolution 


concerning. Dr. Hutton. I would ra-_ 


ther they fhould have done this with- 


out a.quefuon: -but with, or without, 
‘I have no-hefitation in faying,>that/it 


ought at-all.events to be done.» Upon 


this matter the Society 1s fully quali- 
‘* fied and competent to:decide 5: mot; as 
‘the Jearned. Gentleman has: faid, | be- 


5 “* caule 
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** caufe the Prefident and Council have 
** allowed us the privilege of deciding in 
‘“‘ this particular inftance, with a /a/vo 
“< jure for future cafes; but by the funda- 
*« mental principles of our conftitution, 
‘** and terms of our incorporation, 


‘¢ ] will now in a few words affign 
‘< fome of my reafonsfor thinking, thatthe 
«* refolution of the Prefident and Coun- 
‘cil, whereby Dr. Hutton was com- 
** nelled to refign, ought to be reconfi- 
‘‘ dered and refcinded. I will examine 
‘« the queftion upon its own merits, and 
‘¢ not follow the learned Gentleman thro’ 
‘his hiftorical detail of events leading 
‘“to it. I have great pleafure in’ de- 
‘“« claring my thorough conviction, that 
“* the prefent, as well as the late Coun- 
‘* cil, is compofed of perfons not lefs re- 
‘< {peGtable for their perfonal qualities, 
‘talents, and learning, than honourable 
‘* for their rank and fituation in life. 
‘© But ‘does it thence follow, that they 

3 5 ‘¢ are 
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‘are infallible? And in a cafe too; 
«¢ which they tell us themfelves they de- 
‘‘ termined, in a manner that I aver no 
‘* reafon can juftify, no rules of juftice 
‘‘can approve! For they-tell us, that 
‘they did not think it  neceflary to 
‘© make Dr. Hutton acquainted with the 
‘«* charges exhibited again{ft him, and to 
‘call upon him for his defence, before 
‘* pafling their refolution, which, when 
‘* pafied, they might have feen would 
<* neceflarily compel him to refign. The 
‘* equity of fuch a procedure does not 
«« prefs upon my mind. We hear, that 
‘‘ many members of the Council have | 
 fince declared their perfeverance in it s 
‘* but my apology for them is, that they 
‘fell into this error likewife without 
‘‘ due confideration. And this alone 
‘“‘is a fufficient reafon for fending the 
** cafe back to be reconfidered. I fhould 
‘“‘ have better liked ‘the queftion upon 
“‘ which Iam fpeaking, if the ‘phrafe 
‘* of it had been reconfider, inftead of 
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refcind, and if this fimple reafon for 
our fending the matter back had been 
exprefied in it, that Dr. Hutton’s de- 
fence, which had not been heard at 
firft, might be heard upon a review of 
the complaints againft him. If how- 
ever, after all, the members. of the 
Council do not feel their own honour 
concerned, and are not impelled by a 
fenfe of duty to take the matter back 
voluntarily, and-of their own accord; I 
do not imagine myfelf bound, at this 
late time of night, to carry my deli-' 
cacy for them-fo-far, as to. move and 


moot an amendment.in. words, which’ 


ought not to be, and would notbe, a 
material alteration in fubftance: «That 
I cannot confent to give up, although 
IL would by, choice -exprefs itvini the 
mildeft. and. mott, .refpeétfub> words,’ 
that language can furnith. , For Iscan- 
not allow mydelf, to. think) it poffable, ° 
that the). Prefident-and Council, or’ 


any, individualoamongft them, will be 
inclined to take the learned: Gentle- 


S 2 <¢ man’s 
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‘© man’s advice, and to defy, or even’ to 
“‘feem indifferent to, the opinion of 
«the whole body of the Society, in 
‘“‘ whatever terms oo 


“« Tcannot conclude without adverting 
“to one thing which fell from a Gen- 
‘¢tleman in the middle of the room to 
“this effect ; that Dr. Hutton, or ‘the 
«clerk, or fomebody, has been the caufe, 
‘* either innocently or otherwife, of fome 
«* perfons thinking themfelves neglected, 
‘* or of fome letters to learned foreigners 
‘* not being written punctually, and there- 
«* fore the Prefident and Council did — 
et sacra Dr, or pith 


$ The learned Gentleman, who made 
‘this argument, did not feem to deny, 
«that the refolution: pafled by the Pre- 
-fident’ ‘and’ Council -tti gmatized' Dr, 
« Hutton with the fubhtance; “although 
‘not with the form of a difmiffall’ So 
“far he put the cafe fairly. > But need 
— afk. if this’is juftice? or if“ fo grofs 
i aa 3 ** an 
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‘an act of injuftice is not to be rec- 
‘© tified? Will it not rather be the opi- 
‘© nion of this liberal Society, that even 
‘¢if. Dr. Hutton’s other butinefs did 
‘* prevent his being ‘at the Houfe of 
‘‘ the Royal Society, fo often as the 
*‘ duties of his office were underftood 
‘* by the Prefident and Council to re- 
<¢guire ; he ought at leaft to have been 
‘“admonifhed; ,to have been afked, 
‘** whether he could make it convenient 
“* to attend more frequently; or to have 
‘** been. told what was alleged againft 
‘¢ him, and called upon for his defence, 
** before being difmiffed from his office, 
‘deprived of his falary, wounded in” 
‘* the pride of his honour, and difgraced 
‘|.in the:.eyes of the world? .. 


of€ Sir, 1 will not..weary. the Society 
‘‘ with a recapitulation of reafons, which 
**. convince. my underftanding, that, at is 
‘fit and-neceffary to.admonifh-the Prefi- 
‘dent, and Council to reconfider what 
* they have done, \ My.vote will.not | be 

4%, « directed 
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« directed by influence or favour, but by 
« juftice.” ; ah 


About eleven the queftion was: put. 
The affirmative balls were 47; the 
negative, 85. 


The prefent narrative cannot be more 
properly concluded, than with a fum- 
mary of a third debate, which took place 
on the 26th of February, upon two mo- 
tions intended to lay a -reftraint upon the 
Prefident’s undue interference in the 
election of candidates. The motions 
were in thefe terms. : j? 


February 12th, 1784. 1. Refolved, 
‘‘' That it would be highly indecent’ 
‘© and improper, if the Prefident of: this 
‘«¢ Society fhould, in any future inftance, 
‘* follicit votes either for or againft any 
“ perfon, duly recommended by ‘certifi- 
‘* cate’ as qualified to be made ‘a Fellow 
- of: the Royal Society, on the evening 
‘ ofthe electron.” « | 


If. 


EJ 

II. “« Refolved, That it would be 
‘‘ highly indecent and improper, if the 
‘* Prefident of this Society fhould here-_ 
‘< after, either in the eleGtion of can- 
‘¢ didates, or upon any other occafion, 
“¢ endeavour to avail himfelf of his fitu- 
‘< ation, to influence the vote of gd 
<‘ officer of the Society.” 


Thefe two motions, in compliance 
with the new Statute, were delivered 
tothe Secretary in writing . on the 
12th, figned by nine gentlemen ; Sa- 
muel Horfley, Nevil Mafkelyne, Wil- 
liam James, Henry Maty, Charles Hut- 
ton, John Hyacinth de Magellan, Francis 
Maferes, T. Brand Hollis, Richard 
Paul jcitsalts | rqraimbred 


When. we motions were firft seid ~~ 
the Secretary on the rath, the Prefident 
attempted to put the queftion, whether 
it was the pleafure of the Society that they 
fhould be hung up in the meeting-room. 

His 
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His friends were prepared to cry, No, 
No. But Dr. Horfley rofe, and. told the 
Prefident, ‘‘ that he was not at liberty to 
‘< put that queftion. That the new ftatute 
‘‘ ordains, that any motion delivered in 
‘‘ writing to the Secretary, fub{cribed by 
‘‘ not lefs than fix Fellows, muft be hung 
‘“‘ up in the meeting-room for a fortnight, 
‘and mutft be put toa ballot. That the 
«« Society, bythe force of this ftatute, were 
“* left without the power of aprevious ne- 
“ gative.” The Prefident’s friends feemed 
unwillin g to admit this conftruction of the 
new law. Dr. Horfley infifted on the letter 
of the ftatute, which he faid ‘* he was very 
« willing to accept in its fair and obvious 
 conftruction.—He thought the regula- 
** tion a wife one.—He confefled it would 
** be unreafonable, that the Society fhould 
«© ever be troubled with the difcuflion of a 
“¢ queftion, which no fix members would 
“approve. But if the ftatute was to be 
*« made the engine of defpotifm; if it was 
““ to be twifted, by arbitrary conftructions, 
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. to any fenfe which might ferve a prefent 
« purpofe ; he faid, it would then become 
«© a grievance, which the Vifitors muit be 
*« called upon to redrefs. He faid, that it 
«© is not at all neceffary that a majority 
‘* of the Society fhould concur in an ap- 
«* peal. Any one member has the right of 
«© appeal, who may feel himfelf aggriev- 
*¢ ed. That if he could fuppofe that none 
«© would join him in a refiftance to thefe 
*¢ arbitrary proceedings, (he knew the 
* *€ cafe would be far otherwife, but could 
** he fuppofe fo tame a {pirit would pre- 
«« vail) he would himfelf be the one per- 
“«¢ fon to call in the Vifitors. And the 
<< appeal being once lodged, he reminded 
<‘ the Prefident, that the ftatute again{t 
“© which the appeal would he, till the 
«© Viitors thould have decided upon phe 
<e « caufe, would be mere watte paper.” 


The Prefident, finding himfelf Fatt 
bound in the fetters which himfelf had 
“forged, made no further refiftance. The 

3 motions 
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motions were accepted, and on Thurfday 
the 26th the debate came on. Dr. Horf- 
ley, the mover of the two queftions, con 
tended. ‘that the influence, which had 
‘* been actually exerted by the chair in the 
<< election of candidates, conftituted a ne- 
‘* ceflity for thefe regulations. He offered 
‘< to prove by eight inftances, that by this 
‘< influence, the Society had actually loft 
<* many ufeful members.” It was objected 
onthe other fide, that it would be improper 
to enter.into.a difcuffion of the character 
and qualifications of any of the gentlemen 
who. had been excluded, becaufe it might 
pot be proper or fafe for the.Prefident’s 
friends to ftate objections to character in 
anf{wer to the encomiums which the fup- 
porters .of the two motions would pre- 
ably beftow onevery excluded candidate. 
That the. difcuffion , was. unneceflary, 
‘becaufe if the interference of;.the Pre- 
fident..was at.all)improper,..it , svas 
equally improper in the cafe, of an,un- 
deferving, and of a worthy candidate. 

Le 
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The mover of the queftion acquiefced 
in theéfe principles, and dropped that — 
part of his argument. He acknow- 
ledged ‘* that the Prefident would deferve 
«the thanks of the Society, by warning 
-* ‘gentlemen again{t improper candidates. 
« But he contended, that this warning 
“ought to be given fome confiderable 
«time before the evening of election, 
«that every gentleman might have op-_ 
6 portunities of forming his own opinion 
“‘of the merits of the candidate, upon 
«his own enquiries.” Upon this ground 
he argued for the firft queftion; and 
«the fecond, he faid, was fo plain’ a 
“truth, that as nothing could be faid 
-* in oppofition to it, fo it was unneceffary 
«to allege any arguments in its fapport. 
© "That the officers of the Society are not 
«the fervants of the Prefident. “That 
‘ they owe him no particular duty, more 
“than the refpe@ that is owed to him 
“by every other Fellow. ‘That their 
« whole duty is owed to the Society. 
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« And the duty they owe the Society, 
‘© is to obey the Statutes, and to act for 
<< its intereft, and its honour, according 
‘“to their own opinion and their own 
‘ confeienee.” 


“Mr. Baron Maferes rofe to fecond Dr. 
Horfley’s motion, and faid, «¢ Thatthetwo 
‘« refolutions propofed to the Society ap- 
‘* peared tohimto be fo evidently true, that 
‘* it was almoft impoffible for any member 
“© of a Philofophical Society to give’ his 
< negative to them, and therefore hoped 
«that the Society would inftantly give 
“them an unanimous affent.”’ This oc- 
cafioned a laugh from many of the Pre- 
fident’s friends: upon which Mr. Ma- 
feres faid, “‘ That he had meant to {peak 
“very ferioufly, in faying what hehad 
<« faid’ concerning the -impoflibility of 
‘* giving a negative to fuch very. evident 
** propofitions ; but that as he perceived, 
‘¢ that many Gentlemen of the Society. 
“ feemed unwilling to let the refolutions 
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‘« pafs unanimoufly in the affirmative, he 
<¢ would recommend it to them to get rid 
 &© of them either by a previous queftion, 
‘*or by an amendment that would ren- 
‘¢ der them capable of receiving a nega- 
‘* tive from reafonable men, as by pre- 
‘¢ fixing to thennthe words, Jt zs git 
es py to declare that, ec.” 


is alfo faid, <* That he thesiteiae the 
‘< Gentlemen, who had brought forward 
‘¢ thefe refolutions, were under an obliga- 
** tion of ftating to the Society the facts, 
«© which they thought had rendered the 
‘< declaration of {uch refolutions necef- 
*<fary: to the end that they might,not 
‘ be expofed to the cenfure of troubling 
*< the Society, and wafting their. time in 
** debating and confidering, and declaring 
‘< their affent to mere ab{tract propofi- 
‘© tions, however true orevident: and that 
‘< therefore he would relate to the Society 
«« thofe facts concerning the Prefident’s 
‘¢ condudt, which were the. occafiom of 
“ the 
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«‘ the fecond refolution.” He then faid, 
«© That he had heard Mr. Maty, the Se- 
‘* cretary, declare and complain, that the 
«¢ Prefident had on one occafion defired 
«him to black-ball a particular perfon, 
‘© who was a candidate for a fellowthip 
“¢ of the Royal Society, a few minutes 
“¢ before the balloting begun; and that 
“he, Mr. Maty, had thereupon told the 
“ Prefident, that he could not comply 
‘¢ with his requeft, becaufe the candidate 
«© was a re{pectable perfon and his friend, 
‘¢and that he had promifed to vote for 
‘him: upon which the Prefident re- 
‘¢ plied with fome furprize ; What, then ! 
“am I deferted by my affefors?” He 
further faid, © “* That Mr. Maty had 
“¢ added, that, on a fecond occafion, fome 
‘© months after the former, the Prefident 
<< had again defired him, a little before 
‘Cahe balloting for a fellowthip of the 
Royal Society had begun, to black- 
‘< ball the candidate; to which he had 
i made the like anfwer of refufal as Be- 
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L 343° 7 
“© fore; and that then the Prefident 
‘had faid with great warmth, Ob bol 
4d underfiand you now, Mr. Maty ; 
“ you'll pleafe to obferve, that this as the 
ce Jfecond time that. you. have voted con~ 
** trary to my defire.” 


Mr, Maty was abfent, being confined 
to his bed by a fevere illnefs. But the 
relation, given by Mr. Baron Maferes, of 
the two conyerfations between the Preli- 
dent and Mr. Maty, in both of which the 
Prefident had taken the liberty to exprefs 
fuch high indignation at Mr, Maty’s refu- 
fal.of a black-ball, was confirmed in all 
its effential circu mftances by Dr. Horfley. 
Dr. Horfley indeed related the words of 
the. fecond converfation with fome little 
variation. Inftead of Ob bo! £ under = 
2 «and you now, Mr. Maty,” s the exor- 
dium, as Dr. Horfley related ity, ‘was 
« Ob bo! now we underfland one another, 
* Mr. Maty.” In what. followed he 
agreed, exactly with Mr. Baron Maferes : 

4 but 
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but obferved, that the whole converfa- 
tion was clofed with a menace, which 
the learned Baron had omitted, ** Per- 
«‘ haps, Sir, this may be a bufinefs for 
the Council.” Mr. Baron Maferes faid, 
‘¢ Very true, I recolle&t that Mr. Maty — 
‘“* mentioned words to that effet.” So 
that the whole variety between the two 
relations of the Baron and Dr. Horfley 
lay in the difference between thefe two 
forms of expreflion, ‘* Oh ho! I under- 
« ftand you now, Mr. Maty,” and “ Oh 
‘ho! Mr. Maty, now we underftand one 
“* another.” The Gentlemen on the other 
fide contended, that this flight difference 
invalidated their whole teftimony to the 
fact. The Prefident maintained, that-the 
words afcribed to him, upon. the fecond 
occafion, were fo very foolifth and impro- 
per that he could not have made ufe. of 
them. In this argument the premifes were 
too clear to be denied, though many were 
inclined to doubt of the conclufion: ‘The 
Prefident however confeffed, thathe might 

Be fay 
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fay to Mr. Maty upon the fecond occa= 
. fion, “ I think, Sir, we are always upon 
*< contrary fides.” However, the depo- 
fitions of Mr. Maferes and Dr. Horfley 
being thus fet afide, it was argued, that no 
well-atteftedinftances had been produced, 
in which the Prefident had attempted te 
influence the officers of the Society, in 
-the manner which the fecond queftion 
declared to be improper; and that of 
confequence that motion became quite 
unneceflary. The firft motion was 
deemed unneceflary too, for want of 
that proof which the fupporters of 
it were not allowed to bring. Dr. 
Horfley was ftopped, when he would 
have {tated his eight inftances of exclu- 
fions ; and then it was pretended, that no 
evidence had been brought, that any ex- 
elufion had ever taken place at the in- 
ftance of the Prefident. An objection 
of moré weight, becaufe a fairer one, was 
urged by the Lord Vifcount Mahon; that 
4 follicitation of votes as a perfonal fa- 
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vour would be improper, in any member 
of the Society, as well as in the Prefident ; 
and at all times, as well as on the even- 
ing of elections. That the reftratnt there- 
fore fhould have been general, extend- 
ing to all the members of the Society at 
all times. iad his Lordfhip preferred:a 
fpecific amendment, to make the motion 
conformable to his own fentiments, it 
would probably have been accepted. | 


The chief opponentof both the motions 
was Mr. Thomas Anguith the Account- 
ant-General ; a Gentleman who ftands 
high in-the efteem of the world for his pro- 
feflional abilities, and his public talents’; 
not'to mention the embellifhment which 
his “character receives from: fome ‘little 
~-tin@ture jof the «liberal> fctences,c >Mr. 
Anguifly has “indeed, in every ftage of 
thefe debates, been the moft active ’ad- 
vocate’ of the’: Prefident’s méafures.' It 
‘has been matter of furprize to- Gentle- 
men on both fides, that fo little notice 
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was taken of his laboured harangues in he 
two laft debates, by the Gentleman at 
whom his rhetoric was underftood to be 
chiefly pointed. It is fit that the reafon, 
which Dr. Horfley has afligned to his 
friends, fhould be now imparted to the 
public. . He was over-heard to fay, after 
the meeting of the 26th broke up, that 
Mr. Anguith’s fpeeches contained fo little 
of argument upon the point in debate, 
and fo many grofs perfonalities, that he 
thought them beft anfwered by a filent 
contempt: that had he replied at all, _ 
it muft have been only to exprefs the 
particular pride and fatisfaction, which 
he feels in a conduit which the Account- 
ant-General thinks proper to reprobate ; 
and to: lament, that the difcordance -of 
their opinions fhould be fo great, that he — 
could only concur with the Accountant- 
General in a Gingle fentiment,; namely, 
that the Society has not been, fufficiently 
nice, in canvafing the qualifications of the 
members, which fhe hasthought proper to 
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adopt ; and that, through this inattention, 
fome perfons of an improper complexion 
have gained admiffion: Such are they, 
who prefume to trace the -condudt of 
their affociates, when it happens to dif- 
fer from their own, to bafe and difho- 
nourable motives: Suchare they, who dare 
to infinuate, that any member of: the 
‘Society has not been obfervant of the 
obligation, which he fubferibed at his 
admiffion. It is to be fuppofed, that 
the intereft and honour of the Society 
are objets to which all her members 
are equally attached, whatever differences 
of opinion may prevail concerning the 
means, by which thofe defirable ends are 
to befecured. It is to be regretted, that 
any, who hold a contrary language, ever 
gained admiffion ‘into a philofophical 
community. 


However feeble the force of Mr. An- 
enith’s rhetoric might appear to his anta- 
~gonifts, he had the fatisfattion to find 
himfelf 
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himfelf on the victorious fide. Both 
queftions were rejected by a great 
majority. Upon the firft the afirma- 
tive balls were only 27, the nega- 
tive 115. Upon the fecond, previoufly 
encumbered with amendments to render 
it nugatory, the affirmatives were 23, 
the negatives 102. Still the minority 
feel no abafhment. Two and two ever 
will be four, and the three angles of a 
triangle ever will be equal to two right 
angles, whatever majorities Prefidents of 
Royal Societies may procure to vote the 
contrary. , 
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%R. Horfley’s motion, Dee. 18, for the 
j reading of Dr. Hutton’s defence: was 


fed sedead by. Dr. Mafkelyne, who {poke to 


this effecb: ‘tHe -apologifed for taking up 
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the time of the Society, being unaccuftomed 


to fpeak in public, and’ forry that the’ ne- 


ceflary defence of a worthy member might 


‘throw blame in another quarter. That a 


regard to juftice impelled him to it, and that 


nothing but that could have induced him to 


it; He had had the honour to be a member 
of the late Council; and was prefent at a 
meeting thereof, when a motion was made 
implying the removal of Dr. Hutton from 
his place of Foreign Secretary. That at 
the fame time Mr. Planta, your worthy and 
Jearned minutinge Secretary, was mentioned 
as proper to fucceed him; who he durit 
fay, from his knowledge of | him, did not 
feck for this office, but might perl 1aps not 
think it improper for him to accept of ‘it, 
if it fhould be vacant. Left the ‘general 
motion, implying the removal of Dr. Hut- 
ton, might not be fufficient; an ‘accufation 
was added, of his having been culty of 
neglect of duty in the courfe of the laft 
year. Upon this it was rejoined, that Dr. 
Hutton was fo remarkably diligent and ex- 
act in bufinefs, that there muft be fome 

** miftake 
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miftake in this fuggeftion of neeled& of 
duty, and it was defired that he might be 
heard in his defence, before a refolution was 
paffed which virtually deprived him of his 
office. ‘This was abfolutely refufed; the 
fame, as he underftands, was done at thedafe 


} 


‘meeting of the Society, at which he was 


not prefent, but where, as he has been in- 
formed, Dr. Hutton was again accufed of 
neclecét of duty, without any particular 
charges being brought again him.” The 


Aftonomer Royal went on, and faid, ‘* That 
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he thought no officer of the Society ought 
to be removed, but for grave and weighty 
reafons; as it could not be done, without 


‘ throwing fome imputation upon his charac- 


ter. That Dr. Hutton ts now contending, 
pot for a place of twenty pounds a year, 
but for his good name, for the good opi- 
nion of this Society, which is much more 
precious to him.”>» He added, “%: That: hé 
was particularly forry, that this injury had 
been. done to one of the moft learned and 
deferving of their nvembers, who has com- 
municated many valuable papers to them, 
and, is likely to communicate many more; 
whois indefatigable in bufinefs, hasfpent hig 
whole time in the promotion of {cience ; 
and is one of the greateft mathematicians 
in Europe.” i 
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N idea having gone abroad, that the 

firft votes in Dr. Hutton’s bufinefs were 
obtained by furprize , it is thought advifeable 
to lay before the Public the names of the 
members who were prefent on the two firf 
nights of debate. 


Fellows prefent Dec,.11, 1783. 


Sir Jofeph Banks in the Chair. 


Mr Anguifh Dr. Fordyce 
Mr. Aubert Dr. Fothergill 
Mr. H. Browne Dr. Gray 
Dr. Brocklefby Mr. Glente — 
Dr. Blagden Dr. Garthfhore 
Mr. Bridgen Dr. Garden 
Mr. Brown Dr. Heberden 
Mr. Brereton Dr. Horfley 
Dr. Bromfield Mr. Hollis 

_ Mr. Bagnell Mr. Hunter 
Duke de Chartres Mr. Hurlock 
Prince Caramanica Mr. Hurlock 
Mr. Cavendifh Mr. Horsfal} 
Mr. Cotton Mr. Ker 
Mr. Crawford Dr. Kippts 
Mr. Combe Mr. Kirwan 
Mr. Emlyn De. Lore 
Mr. Freere Lord. Mulgrave 
Mr. Felton ~ Mr. Magellan 


br, 


Mr. Maferes 
Mr. Maty 

Mr. Marfden 
Mr. Mauduit 
Dr. Morell 
General Melville 
Lord Palmerfton 
Mr. Poore 

Mr. Planta 

Mr. Paradife 

Mr. Putman 
Governor Pownall 
Dr. Price 
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Mr. Ruffel 

Lord Spencer 

Dr. Symmonds 

Mr. Seward 

Sir Geo. Shuckburgh 
Dr, Saunders 

Dr. Smyth 

Dr. Stebbing 


Mr, Whitehurft 
Mr. Watfon | 


Mer. Wealth i... 
Mr. Wales 


Fellows prefent Dec. 18, 1783. 
Sir Jofeph Banks in the Chair. 


Mr. Adye - 

Mr. Aneuifh 
Mr. Atwood — 
Mr. Aubert 

Dr. Blagden 
Count Bruhl 
Mr. Bridgen 
Dr. Brocklefby 
Dr. Bromfield  — 
Mr. Brereton | 
Mr. Brown” | 
Dr. Buxton 
Mr. Beaufoy 
Mr, Cavendifh 
Mr. Cavalts' 
Mr. Combe © 

| Mr. Crawford 


Dr. Dargent 
Mr, Emlyn 
Mr. Felton 
Dr. Fordyce 
Dr. Fothergill 
Dr. Garden 
Dr. Garthfhore.. 
Mr. Glenie 
Dr. Goffet 
Dr. Gray 
Dr. Horfley' 
Mr. Hurlock — 
Mr. Hurlock., 
Mr. Hunteroin? 
Dr. Heberden .. 
Mr. James | 
Mr. Ibbetfona; jt - 

24 ply: LADS 


Dr. Kippis 

Mr. Keate 

Mr. Kirwan ‘ 
Mr, Layard 

Dr. Lockman 
Sir Afhton Lever 


Mr. Magellan 


Mr. Materes 
Dr. Mafkelyne 
Mr. Maty 
General Melville 
Mr. Mauduit 
Mr. Mylne 
Mr. Minet 
Mr, Nairne 
Mr. Planta 
Mr. Paradife 
Mr. Penneck 
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Mr. Poore 


~ Governor Pownall 


Dr. Price 

Mr. Raper 

Mr. Ruffell 

Dr. Sheperd | - 

Sir Geo. Shuckbures 
Dr. Stebbing 

Mr. Stuart 

Dr. Simmons 

Lord Spencer 

Mr. Wales 

Mr. Walfh 

Dr. Watfon 

Mr. Whitehurft 
Dr. Wilkinfon 

Mr. Wollafton 
Mr. Henry Watfon 
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Page 7. 


line 1. for the 30th read the anniverfary 


1g. line penult. for made confirmed, as read made, 


confirmed as - 


21. line 3. for had read have 


22. line 4. dele of 
38. line 1. for of read for 


62. line ult. for putting the read putting of the 
110. note, line 1. for he read be. 
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